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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, December 28, 2025, 10:00 am 

First Sunday after Christmas Day 
Music as We Gather 

Gathering 
*Congregational Introit: 
 “Angels, from the realms of Glory” VU #36 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
ye who sang creation's story, 
now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn King. 
Shepherds in the field abiding, 
watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 
yonder shines the infant Light:  R 
Sages, leave your contemplations; 
brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great desire of nations; 
ye have seen his natal star:  R 
Saints before the altar bending, 
watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, 
in his temple shall appear:  R 
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Advent Candle Lighting 
May the carols of angels lead us to Hope, the hope born in 
a manger. 

Light the blue candle for Hope 
May the wisdom of shepherds and magi lead us to Peace, 
the peace born in a manger. 

Light the blue candle for Peace 
May the stars dancing in the sky lead us to Joy, the joy 
born in a manger. 

Light the pink candle for Joy 
May the courage of Mary and Joseph lead us to Love, the 
love born in a manger. 

Light the blue candle for Love 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
May the light of the Christ child be born into our hearts 
once again this Christmas, discovering hope, peace, joy, 
and love as we come to the manger. 

Light the Christ candle 

* Hymn: “A Candle is Burning” VU #6 vs. 5 
We honour Messiah with Christ-candle’s flame,  

 our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim.  
 O come, all you faithful, rejoice in this night, 
 as God comes among us, the Christian’s true light. 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Centering Music 

Call to Worship: 
Every year, into our shadowed world, 

a light is born. 
Every year, into our complicated lives, 

hope is born, 
Every year, into our world of chaos, 

the Prince of Peace comes to the world. 
Every year, and this year, 

we celebrate in hope, in gratitude, and in joy. 
Every year, and this year, 

This beautiful and good Christian family of friends 
unite as one for God’s child. 

Let us sing our rejoices now in worship. 

* Hymn:  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” VU #35 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice! 
Give ye heed to what we say: News! News! 
Jesus Christ is born today. 
Ox and ass before him bow, 
and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven's door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
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Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

Listening 
Opening Prayer 

Holy God, the twinkling lights, starry skies, and 
candles ablaze remind us of the wonder of Christmas. 
Help us to hold on to the sense of wonder and 
curiosity we experience in this season of peace, joy, 
love, and kindness. We rejoice with the angels as we 
share the amazing news of Christ’s entrance into our 
lives. Amen. 

Living Christmas Story  offered by Nancy Handrigan 

Luke 1:26-33 ...................................................... The Angel visits Mary 

Poem: “Christmas Carol” by Paul Laurence Dunbar 
 Offered by Sheila Francis 

*Carol: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” VU #48 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
'Glory to the newborn King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!' 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
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join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
'Christ is born in Bethlehem!' 
 Hark! the herald angels sing, 
 'Glory to the newborn King!' 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail, the incarnate deity, 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel!  R 
Hail, the heavenborn Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth.  R 

Luke 2:1-7 ............................ Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem 

Phillips Brooks Story  offered by Nancy Handrigan 

*Carol: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  VU #64 
O little town of Bethlehem, 

 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 



 

6 
 

 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light; 
 the hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 

 For Christ is born of Mary; 
 and gathered all above, 
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 their watch of wondering love. 
 O morning stars, together 
 proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the King, 
 and peace to all on earth. 

 How silently, how silently 
 the wondrous gift is given! 
 So God imparts to human hearts 
 the blessed gift of heaven. 
 No ear may hear his coming; 
 but in this world of sin, 
 where meek souls will receive him, still 
 the dear Christ enters in. 

(omitted verse we sing today) 
Where children pure and happy 
Pray to the Blessed Child 
Where misery cries out to Thee 
Son of the Undefiled. 
Where Charity stands watching 
And Faith holds wide the door 
The dark night wakes the glory hearts 
And Christmas comes once more 
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 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
 descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin, and enter in; 
 be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 the great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us, abide with us, 
 our Lord Emmanuel. 

Luke 2:8-19 .......................................... Angel comes to the Shepherds 

Reading: “Instruments” by Madeleine L'Engle 
 Offered by Thea Burton 

Solo: “Carol of the Children” by Rutter  
  Offered by Thea Burton 

Story of Jean de Brebeuf  offered by Peter Oleskevich 

*Carol: “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”  VU #71 
‘Twas in the moon of wintertime, 

 when all the birds had fled, 
 that mighty Gitchi Manitou 
 sent angel choirs instead; 
 before their light the stars grew dim, 
 and wandering hunters heard the hymn: 
 Jesus your King is born, 
 Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 
 
 Within a lodge of broken bark  
 the tender babe was found, 
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 a ragged robe of rabbit skin 
 enwrapped his beauty round; 
 but as the hunter braves drew nigh, 
 the angel song rang loud and highR 
 Jesus your King is born, 
 Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 

 The earliest moon of wintertime 
 is not so round and fair 
 as was the ring of glory on 
 the helpless infant there. 
 The chiefs from far before him knelt 
 with gifts of fox and beaver pelt. 
 Jesus your King is born, 
 Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 

  O children of the forest free,  
 the angel song is true, 
 the holy child of earth and heaven 
 is born today for you. 
 Come, kneel before the radiant boy, 
 who brings you beauty, peace, and joy: 
 Jesus your King is born, 
 Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory Hymn: “In the Bleak Midwinter” VU #55 vs.4 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 
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* Offertory Prayer: 
Holy God, bless these gifts and the givers. 
May the sign of our teamwork in giving be another 
sign of Emmanuel’s presence in this world. 
Strengthen the work of this church and the growth of 
your promise. Amen. 

Prayers of the People / Lord’s Prayer 

Poem: “Christmas Greetings from a Fairy to a Child” 
  by Lewis Carroll 
  Offered by Cheryl Sellsted 

Sending Forth 
Words of Blessing 

Carol: “Joy to the World” VU #59 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 

 let earth receive her King! 
 Let every heart prepare him room, 
 and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and 

nature sing, 
 and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 
 let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
 nor thorns infest the ground: 
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 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
 He rules the earth with truth and grace, 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Postlude 
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