
 

 

   ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH  
       130 Cornwallis Ave., 
                   New Minas  B4N 3M7 

  ORDER OF WORSHIP 
          Sunday, December 28th, 2025, 10 am 
 First Sunday after Christmas Day 
Music as We Gather 
 Gathering 
*Congregational Introit: 
 “Angels, from the realms of Glory” VU #36 

Advent Candle Lighting 
The blue Advent Candle for Hope is lit 
The blue Advent Candle for Peace is lit 
The pink Advent Candle for Joy is lit 
The blue Advent Candle for Love is lit 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

*Hymn: “A Candle is Burning”  VU #6 vs. 5 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
Centering Music 

Call to Worship 
Every year, into our shadowed world, 

a light is born. 
Every year, into our complicated lives, 

hope is born, 
Every year, into our world of chaos, 

the Prince of Peace comes to the world. 
Every year, and this year, 

we celebrate in hope, in gratitude, and in joy. 
Every year, and this year, 

This beautiful and good Christian family of friends 
unite as one for God’s child. 

Let us sing our rejoices now in worship. 

*Carol: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” VU #35  

Listening 
Opening Prayer 

Holy God, the twinkling lights, starry skies, and candles 
ablaze remind us of the wonder of Christmas. Help us 
to hold on to the sense of wonder and curiosity we 
experience in this season of peace, joy, love, and 
kindness. We rejoice with the angels as we share the 
amazing news of Christ’s entrance into our lives. Amen. 

Living Christmas Story offered by Nancy Handrigan 

Luke 1:26-33 .......................................................... The Angel visits Mary 

Poem: “Christmas Carol” by Paul Laurence Dunbar
  Offered by Sheila Francis  

*Carol: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” VU #48 
Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 .............. Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem 

Phillips Brooks Story ...................... offered by Nancy Handrigan 

*Carol: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” VU #64 

Lesson:  Luke 2:8-19 .......................... Angel comes to the Shepherds 
 



 

 

Reading: “Instruments” by Madeleine L'Engle 
  Offered by Thea Burton 
Solo: “Carol of the Children”  by Rutter 
  Offered by Thea Burton 

Story of Jean de Brebeuf  offered by Peter Oleskevich 

*Carol: “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”  VU #71 

Celebrating Giving 
 Offering of Our Gifts 
*Offertory Hymn:  “In the Bleak Midwinter” VU #55 vs.4   
*Offertory Prayer:  

Holy God, bless these gifts and the givers. May the sign of 
our teamwork in giving be another sign of Emmanuel’s 
presence in this world. Strengthen the work of this 
church and the growth of your promise. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Poem: “Christmas Greetings From a Fairy to a Child” 
  by Lewis Carroll 
  Offered by Cheryl Sellsted 

 Sending Forth 
Words of Blessing 

*Carol: “Joy to the World” VU #59 

Postlude 
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