
 ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH  

 130 Cornwallis Ave., New Minas, NS  B4N 3M7 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, December 24, 2025, 4:00 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” VU #64 vs. 1,4 

O little town of Bethlehem,  
how still we see thee lie!  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by;  
yet in thy dark streets shineth  
the everlasting light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in thee tonight.  
 
O holy child of Bethlehem,  
descend to us, we pray;  
cast out our sin, and enter in;  
be born in us today.  
We hear the Christmas angels  
the great glad tidings tell;  
O come to us, abide with us,  
our Lord Emmanuel.  
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Advent Candle Lighting 
May the carols of angels lead us to Hope, the hope born in 
a manger this day. 

Light the blue candle for Hope 
May the wisdom of shepherds and magi lead us to Peace, 
the peace born in a manger this day. 

Light the blue candle for Peace 
May the stars dancing in the sky lead us to Joy, the joy 
born in a manger this day. 

Light the pink candle for Joy 
May the courage of Mary and Joseph lead us to Love, the 
love born in a manger this day. 

Light the blue candle for Love 

Christ Candle Lighting 
May the light of the Christ child be born into our hearts 
once again this Christmas, discovering hope, peace, joy, 
and love as we come to the manger. Amen. 

Light the Christ candle 

* Hymn: “We Light This Candle” TS #55 (screen) 
We light this candle for Christ. 
Await the new life within. 
May our hearts now live each day, 
So Christ can find a way, 
So Christ can find a way. 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you! 
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Call to Worship 
Throughout this Advent season 

We have traveled from afar with the Magi. 
We have come from the fields with the shepherds. 

We walked to Bethlehem with Mary and Joseph 
And we witnessed the animals 

And the gifts they shared. 
Now, on this Christmas Eve,  

We proclaim God has come again into the world. 
Let us radiate with love. 

Emmanuel, the love of God shared with us. 
Let us sing for joy. 

The joy of God with us. 
Let us call for peace. 

The peace of God who watches over us. 
Let us breathe hope into the shadows. 

Our hope in God who abides with us. 
Let us worship in delight… 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth good news of great joy for all the people. 

O come, good news to the world. 
O come, all you who are faithful or fearful, despairing or 
joyful. Come to Bethlehem once again to behold the baby.  

O come, God in the highest!  
On this holy eve, and in our faithful praise… 

O come, let us adore him! 
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* Hymn:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” VU #60 vs. 1,2,3,5 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem:  
come and behold him, born the King of angels;  

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

  
God of God, light of light,  
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb;  
very God, begotten, not created:  R  
  
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  
glory to God in the highest:  R  
   
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;  
Jesus, to thee be glory given;  
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  R  

Opening Prayer 

Invitation to Confession 

Call to Confession 
Jesus, who sat at the table with outcasts and sinners,  
we confess that too often our words and actions are not 
consistent with our beliefs. 

Often, we ignore the needy, show indifference to 
the lonely, and reject those who seem different 
from us. 
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Forgive us, we pray. Empower us to reach out in love and 
acceptance to all people. 

Words of Assurance 
No matter where we are, God is with us.  
No matter what we have done, God forgives us. 
No matter our reluctance, God has accepted us. 
With that assurance, receive forgiveness, and live in 
fullness and in hope. 

Hymn:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” VU #64 vs.3 

How silently, how silently  
the wondrous gift is given!  
So God imparts to human hearts  
the blessed gift of heaven.  
No ear may hear his coming;  
but in this world of sin,  
where meek souls will receive him, still  
the dear Christ enters in.  

Living Christmas Story   offered by Sheila Francis 

Listening 

Story of the Journey to Bethlehem 

Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 ................. Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem 

*Carol: “Away in a Manger” VU #69 vs. 1,2 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  
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The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.  
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,  
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.  

Story of the Angel’s visit to the Shepherds 

Lesson: Luke 2:8-20 ........................... The Angel visits the Shepherds 

*Carol: “Angels We Have Heard on High” VU #38 vs. 1,2 
Angels we have heard on high  
sweetly singing o’er the plains,  
and the mountains in reply,  
echoing their joyous strains.  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

  
Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong?  
What the gladsome tidings be  
which inspire your heavenly song? R  

Story of the Magi’s Journey 

Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12 ..................... The Magi Visit the Messiah 

Carol: “The First Nowell”  VU #91 vs. 1-5 
The first Nowell the angel did say  
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields where they lay akeeping their sheep  
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  
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Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,  
born is the King of Israel.  

  
They looked up and saw a star,  
shining in the east, beyond them far;  
and to the earth it gave great light,  
and so it continued both day and night.  R  
  
And by the light of that same star  
three wise men came from country far;  
to seek for a king was their intent,  
and to follow the star wherever it went.  R  
  
This star drew nigh to the northwest;  
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest,  
and there it did both stop and stay,  
right over the place where Jesus lay.  R  
  
Then entered in those wise men three,  
full reverently upon their knee,  
and offered there in his presence  
their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  R  

Choir Anthem: “Amid the Winter’s Snow” by Caswell & Schram 
Offered by Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Message: “Grow up to be Childlike”  Rev. Don Sellsted 
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Celebrating Giving 

Offering our Gifts 

* Offertory: “In the Bleak Midwinter” VU #55 vs.4 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 

* Offertory Prayer: 

“How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is 
given.” Your gift, loving God, who we celebrate this 
season, was indeed given without a lot of fanfare, 
though announced by angels. And what gift has 
transformed the world more than yours! Our gifts 
are pretty quiet too, notes of encouragement, 
money tucked in envelopes, and other helping 
causes. May our quiet gifts, in giving and receiving, 
inspire a quiet quaking at the sight of your great 
gift - Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers of the People  

Lord’s Prayer 

Going Out 

* Hymn: “Joy to the World” VU #59 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come:  
let earth receive her King!  
Let every heart prepare him room,  
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and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.  
  
Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns:  
let all their songs employ,  
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains  
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  
  
No more let sins and sorrows grow,  
nor thorns infest the ground:  
he comes to make his blessings flow  
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,  
far as, far as the curse is found.  
  
He rules the earth with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness  
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, wonders of his love.  

Commissioning & Benediction 
Send us into the world this Christmas Eve  
with the light of Jesus glowing and growing within us. 
Send us out knowing we are… 
Forgiven by the love of God, 

Amen! 
Held by the grace of Christ, 

Amen! 
and strengthened by the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, 

Amen! 
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Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said …  

AMEN! 

Postlude:  “Silent Night” VU #67 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 
 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light colleague  
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth 

 
 


