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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, December 21, 2025, 10:00 am 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
White Gift / Nativity Sunday 

Music as We Gather 

* Congregational Introit: “We Wait for God” TS #57 vs.4 

We worship God,  
the people pray  
that love will cast out fear. 
We wait and watch to work and see  
the Day of God draw near. 
We worship God;  
the people pray,  
the Day of God draws near. 

Gathering 

Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles 
  The blue Advent Candle for Hope is lit 
  The blue Advent Candle for Peace is lit 
  The Pink Advent Candle for Joy is lit 
  The blue Advent Candle for Love is lit 

God of infinite love, of all the gifts we receive in 
this season, most of all we treasure the gift of your 
love.  May we treat each person, each living being, 
as your beloved- especially those who may be 
feeling sad or lonely or ill.   May we respect your 



 

2 

 

wondrous creation, as we care gently for your 
beloved world.  In the name of Jesus, Love born 
among us.  Amen. 

* Hymn: “We light this candle” TS #55 (screen) 
We light this candle for peace. 
Await the new life within. 
May our hearts now live each day, 
So peace can find a way, 
So peace can find a way. 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

* Hymn:  “There's a Star in the East” VU #70 

There’s a star in the East on Christmas morn,  
rise up, shepherd, and follow;  
it will lead to the place where the Christ was born;  
rise up, shepherd, and follow.  
 

Follow, follow, rise up, shepherd, and follow,  
follow the Star of Bethlehem,  
rise up, shepherd, and follow.  

  
2 If you take good heed to the angel’s words,  
rise up, shepherd, and follow,  
you’ll forget your flocks, you’ll forget your herds;  
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rise up, shepherd, and follow. R  

Sharing Our Advent Moments  
Where are you seeing a spirit of LOVE in this season? 

Centring Music 

Centring Prayer  by Lori Megley Best 
Christ is at home… 
breathe... breathe... breathe... (pause) 

Come, Love, come 
Stir in our souls 
Find your birthing place 
in our living. 
Warm our hearts. 
Burn within us. 
Radiate from us. 
Come, Love, come. 

Listening 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
Luke 2:1-20 ............................................................... The Birth of Jesus 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Living Nativity Story   offered by Heather Hennigar 

* Hymn:  “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” VU #44 

It came upon the midnight clear,   
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that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth  
to touch their harps of gold,  
‘Peace on the earth, good will to all,  
from heaven’s all-gracious King!’  
The world in solemn stillness lay  
to hear the angels sing.  
  
 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come  
with peaceful wings unfurled;  
and still their heavenly music floats   
o’er all the weary world;  
above its sad and lowly plains  
they bend on hovering wing,  
and ever o’er its Babel sounds  
the blessed angels sing.  
  
Yet with the woes of sin and strife  
the world has suffered long;  
beneath the angel strain have rolled  
two thousand years of wrong;  
and warring humankind hears not  
the love song which they bring.  
O hush the noise, and cease your strife,  
to hear the angels sing.  
  
For, lo! the days are hastening on,  
by prophets seen of old,  
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when with the ever-circling years  
shall come the time foretold,  
when peace shall over all the earth  
its ancient splendours fling,  
and the whole world send back the song  
which now the angels sing.  

 

 

Pageant:     Once Upon A Holy Night  by Ellen Wood Bryce 
 Offered by the Youth and Orchard Valley Choir 

Once Upon A Night 

Taxes to the King 

At the Inn in Bethlehem 

Hymn: Twinkle, Twinkle 

Twinkle, twinkle little star, lighting up my sky. 
Do you know how bright you are shining up so high? 
Do you show the way to go to find a treasure true?     
Hanging there a jewel rare, 

I’ve never seen a star like you!                                           
Twinkle, twinkle little shining star.                                       
Twinkle, twinkle little star, you’re a mystery.                                                                                            
There’s a feeling in my heart, 

you’re shining there for me!                                                   
Every night I see your light 

and dream for something more;  
When I see you, I believe you’re part 
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of a dream I’ve been longing for.                     
Twinkle, twinkle little shining star. 

Shine On, Star! 

Gloria! 

The Best Gift 

Once Upon A Night 

 

* Hymn:  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” VU #48 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  
‘Glory to the newborn King,  
peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!’  
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
join the triumph of the skies;  
with the angelic host proclaim,  
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem!’  

Hark! the herald angels sing,  
‘Glory to the newborn King!’  

  
Christ, by highest heaven adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
late in time behold him come,  
offspring of a virgin’s womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
hail, the incarnate deity,  
pleased with us in flesh to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel! R  
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Hail, the heavenborn Prince of Peace!  
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings,  
risen with healing in his wings.  
Mild he lays his glory by,  
born that we no more may die,  
born to raise us from the earth,  
born to give us second birth. R  

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory Hymn: “In the Bleak Midwinter” VU #55 vs.4 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 

* Offertory Prayer: 

God of all gifts, we thank you for the blessings we 
enjoy and the chance to work, learn, and make life 
better for all creation. In this season we give thanks 
for the child Jesus, who was born into the world to 
bring LOVE.  Help us give of ourselves in love and 
care for others. May Good News come alive in our 
hearts and our community.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn:  “Joy Is Now in Every Place” VU #45 
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Joy is now in every place,  
Christmas lightens every face;  
now be with us, in your grace,  

O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus.  
May the star that shone that night,  
making your poor stable bright,  
fill our hearts with love and light, R  
  
Through the New Year let it stay,  
leading us upon your way,  
making Christmas every day, R  
  
Now and ever may we find  
your good news to fill our mind:  
peace and love to humankind, R  

Work of the Congregation 

WE GO FORTH TO BE A BLESSING 

Words of Parting 

* Choral Benediction: 
 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” VU #1 vs. 2 

O come, O Wisdom from on high,  
 who orders all things mightily;  
 to us the path of knowledge show,  
 and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to thee, O Israel 

Postlude 


