ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, December 21, 2025, 7:00 pm

Christmas in a Lower Key

* Please rise in body and/or spirit

Wolfville Area Interchurch Council of Churches
and
Orchard Valley United Church Pastoral Care Team

Prelude: Violin Selections offered by Nancy Handrigan
Gathering

Land Acknowledgement

Welcome

Call to Worship
All earth is bound together in suffering
All earth is waiting for liberation
All earth is waiting for justice
All earth is bound together in healing
All earth is waiting for peace to blossom
All earth is waiting for love to flourish
All earth is bound together in creation
All the earth is waiting for hope to be born again!

Opening Hymn: “All Earth is Waiting” VU #5

All earth is waiting to see the Promised One,
And open furrows await the seed of God.
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All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty,
It cries out for justice and searches for the truth.

Thus says the prophet to those of Isreal,

“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel”,

One whose name is “God with us”, our Saviour shall be,
Through whom hope will blossom once more in our hearts.

Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain,
Open new highways, new highways for our God,
Who is now coming closer, so come all and see,
And open the doorways as wide as can be.

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared.

Yet, feel that presence throughout the earth today,
For Christ lives in all Christians and is with us now,
Again, on arriving , Christ brings us liberty.

Prayer of Approach
Hymn: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” VU #2

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free:

from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

[srael's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.
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Born thy people to deliver;
born a child and yet a king;
born to reign in us for ever;
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.

Naming our Loss

Words of Assurance

Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” VU #44 vs. 1,2,4

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,

from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold,

'Peace on the earth, good will to all,
from heaven's all-gracious King!'
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come
with peaceful wings unfurled;

and still their heavenly music floats
o'er all the weary world;

above its sad and lowly plains

they bend on hovering wing,

and ever o'er its Babel sounds
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the blessed angels sing.

For, lo! the days are hastening on,

by prophets seen of old,

when with the ever-circling years

shall come the time foretold,

when peace shall over all the earth

its ancient splendours fling,

and the whole world send back the song
which now the angels sing.

Ceremony of Commemoration

Sung Response: “Take, O Take me as [ am” MV #85
Take, O take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Sung Response: “Take, O take me as [ am” MV #85
Take, O take me as | am;
summon out what I shall be
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

Scripture: John 11:33-35

Sung Response: “Take, O take me as [ am” MV #85
Take, O take me as [ am;
summon out what I shall be
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.
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Scripture: Psalm 28:7-8

Sung Response: “Take, O take me as [ am” MV #85
Take, O take me as | am;
summon out what I shall be
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

Scripture: Job 14:7

Sung Response: “Take, O take me as [ am” MV #85
Take, O take me as | am;
summon out what I shall be
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

Scripture: Luke 1:41-45

Sung Response: “Take, O take me as [ am” MV #85
Take, O take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

Scripture: John 8:12

Sung Response: “Take, O take me as [ am” MV #85
Take, O take me as | am;
summon out what I shall be
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

Lighting of Memorial Candles
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Solo: “Carol for Advent” by Price and Besig
Offered by Thea Burton

Hymn: “Long Before the Night” VU #282 vs. 1&5

Long before the night was born from darkness

Long before the dawn rolled unsteady from fire

Long before She wrapped her scarlet arm around the hills
there was a love, this ancient love was born.

Wakeful our nights and slumbers our morning

Stubborn the grass sowing green wounded hills

As we wrap our healing arms to hold what her arms held
this ancient love, this aching love rolls on.

The Risk of Birth by Madeline L'Engle

Prayer

Out of the depths we cry to you, O God:

we come in pain

we come in sorrow

we come in brokenness

we come in sadness

we come in the loneliness.

You hear our cries, O God,

you know our pain;

hold us in your tender love.
God of hope,
give us this night a glimpse of trust and assurance,
a sense of purpose and possibility.
Come into our hearts and our minds,
bringing comfort, health, and peace.
Re-create in us a sense of thanksgiving,
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in the joy of your love. Amen.

Hymn: “Silent Night” VU #67

Silent night! Holy night!

All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah,
Christ the Saviour is born,
Christ the Saviour is born.

Silent night! Holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth!

Blessing and Sending Forth

Postlude: Violin Selections offered by Nancy Handrigan
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