
 

 

   ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH  
       130 Cornwallis Ave., 

                   New Minas  B4N 3M7 

  ORDER OF WORSHIP 
          Sunday, December 14th, 2025, 10:00am 
 Third Sunday of Advent  

( * = Please rise in body or spirit)(MV = More Voices) 
(VU =Voices United)(TS = Then Let Us Sing) 

 
Music as We Gather 
 
* Congregational Introit: “We Wait for God”TS #57/vs4(screen) 

 Gathering 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

The blue Advent Candle for Hope is lit 
The blue Advent Candle for Peace is lit 
The pink Advent Candle for Joy is lit 

God of deep joy, we do not always feel happy. 
Sometimes we feel sad.  Sometimes we are worried. 
Sometimes we feel lonely.  But your joy runs deeper 
than our every sorrow.  May it bubble up within us, 
so that we can bring light and joy to all we meet.  In 
the name of Jesus, Joy to the world! Amen. 

 
*Hymn: “We Light This Candle”  TS #55(screen) 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

*Hymn: “Hope Shines as the Solitary Star” MV #220 

Sharing Our Advent Moments  

What JOY moments are you celebrating today? 

Centring Music 

Centring Prayer  by Lori Megley Best 

Christ is at home… breathe… breathe… breathe…(pause) 
Come, Joy, come 
Stir in our souls 
Find your birthing place 
in our living. 
May a song of Joy  
for the love of all creation 
echo in our hearts.  Come, Joy, come. 

 
Holy Communion (please see insert) 

Learning With Our Children 
“At the Edge of the Crèche” – What Shall I Give Him? 

The Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn:  “Jesus, Our Brother” VU #56 

Living Nativity Story  offered by Thelma MacDonald 

 Listening 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 

 Wisdom Reading from Meister Eckhart 

John 14:15-24  .................................... The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

   The Word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Special Music: The Wexford Carol   

offered by the Steeple Strummers 
 Message:  “and there was a Turtle” Rev. Don Sellsted 

*Hymn:“Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness”   VU #28 vs.1,3,4  

Celebrating 
 Offering of Our Gifts 
*Offertory Hymn:  “In the Bleak Midwinter” VU #55 vs.4   
*Offertory Prayer:  

God of all gifts, we thank you for the blessings we 
enjoy and the chance to work, learn, and make life 
better for others. In this season we give thanks for the 
child Jesus, who was born into the world to bring JOY.  
Help us give of ourselves in love and care for others. 
May Good News come alive in our hearts and our 
community.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

*Hymn: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” VU #31 

Work of the Congregation 

WE GO FORTH TO BE A BLESSING 

Words of Parting  

* Choral Benediction:“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” VU #1 vs. 2 

Postlude: “The Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy” 
Offered by the Steeple Strummers and Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


