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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, December 14, 2025, 10:00 am
Third Sunday of Advent

Music as We Gather
* Congregational Introit: “We Wait for God” TS #57 vs.4

We worship God,

the people pray

that love will cast out fear.

We wait and watch to work and see
the Day of God draw near.

We worship God;

the people pray,

the Day of God draws near.

Gathering

Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles

Again, we light a candle for hope - hope for ourselves, hope for
God’s beloved world.

The blue Advent Candle for Hope is lit
Again, we light a candle for peace - peace in our hearts and peace on
earth.

The blue Advent Candle for Peace is lit
And now we remember how the angels told the shepherds news of
great joy.
God’s beloved was born among us, so that we could all have joy
deep in our hearts.



This joy is deeper than sorrow, stronger than fear. This joy
surprises us even on the coldest, darkest winter day.
We light a candle for joy. May joy shine bright in our hearts and in
every human heart.

The Pink Advent Candle for Joy is lit

God of deep joy, we do not always feel happy. Sometimes we
feel sad. Sometimes we are worried. Sometimes we feel
lonely. But your joy runs deeper than our every sorrow.
May it bubble up within us, so that we can bring light and
joy to all we meet. In the name of Jesus, Joy to the world!
Amen.

* Hymn: “We Light This Candle” TS #55 (screen)
We light this candle for joy.
Await the new life within.
May our hearts now live each day,
So joy can find a way,
So joy can find a way.

Recognition of the Land

Welcome
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

* Hymn: “Hope Shines as the Solitary Star” MV #220

Hope shines as the solitary star.

Faith is the inner light.

You and I together mirror the Light of Lights,
and illumine the pathway home.

Peace shines as the solitary star.

Faith is the inner light.



You and I together mirror the Light of Lights,
and illumine the pathway home.

Joy shines as the solitary star.

Faith is the inner light.

You and I together mirror the Light of Lights,
and illumine the pathway home.

Love shines as the solitary star.

Faith is the inner light.

You and I together mirror the Light of Lights,
and illumine the pathway home.

Sharing Our Advent Moments
What JOY moments are you celebrating today?

Centering Music

Centering Prayer by Lori Megley Best
Christ is at home in your heart
Place your hand over your heart
Close your eyes
and see the candle's light in your mind's eye.
Sit quietly and notice where peace is stirring... (pause)
Rest in the light of Joy beckoning...
breathe... breathe... breathe...(pause)
Come, Joy, come
Stir in our souls
Find your birthing place
in our living.
May a song of Joy
for the love of all creation
echo in our hearts. Come, Joy, come.

3



Holy Communion
OUR THANKSGIVING MEAL

Invitation

Call to Give Thanks

In the sound of joy in children’s laughter, in the stories of hope from
our ancestors, and in the love of those who nurture us,

we give you thanks for your presence.

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts!

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God, our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

In this season of unexpected angels,

in this season of guarding shepherds,

on this night of tired, awestruck, wondering, parents, and in this time
of Abundant Life,

we give you thanks, God of all Creation!

And so, we sing our joy:

O Holy, Holy, Holy God;

O God of earth and heaven.

Creation sings, all heaven rings,

Hosanna in the highest -

Blessed is the One who comes

In the name of our God

Hosanna in the highest!

One child of God is inviting all children and all adults to discover their
worth and their place at the table.




Jesus made it a habit to eat with sex workers, tax collectors,

skeptics, working folk, refugees, those left outside knocking at doors,
and even those banished for refusing to give up their true identity.
One child of God is inviting all children and all adults to discover their
worth and their place at the table. Everyone is invited, for we are all
children of God.

This is the table where all are welcome.

Believing that Jesus lives among us, we remember Jesus gathered with
his friends, friends from every walk of life, for supper on the night
before he died.

And he is ready to eat with you: baptized or not, confessed or

not, perfect or not, sure or not, saint or sinner or a little of both, all
you have to be at this table is hungry.

At this table, we remember that Jesus said,

“Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Each time you do this,
remember me.”

Then, Jesus took a cup, and after giving thanks, passed it to his friends,
saying,

“Drink. This cup is the promise of God, made in my blood. Each
time you drink from this cup, remember me.”

Hymn: “Sent forth by God's blessing” VU #481

Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.

The supper is ended, O now be extended

the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.

God's grace did invite us, God's love shall unite us

to work for the kingdom and answer its call.
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With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,

the tasks of our everyday life we will face.

Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,

embracing God's children of each tribe and race.

With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.

Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
give honour to Christ and the name that we bear.

Prayer of Self-Giving

With thanks and praise we offer ourselves to you, sharing this holy
meal, remembering Christ’s dying and rising, and praying: Come Jesus,
come!

Christ has died,

Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

The Spirit Transforms

Sharing the Bread and Cup

The Bread we break is the Bread of Life

The Cup we Share is the Cup of Promise

These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.

Come, the banquet awaits.

Prayer after Communion:

O God, thank you for the gift of nourishment and life. Just as Jesus
invited children, let us, too, invite all humanity to the feast of
life. It is our prayer that everyone, everywhere, will no longer
live in fear, hunger, or humiliation, because Love-Embodied
reigns and the time is now. Amen.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy

Spirit, all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever.
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And let the disciples say...
Amen.

Let the disciples sing...
Amen!

Let the disciples shout...
AMEN!

Learning With Our Children
"At the Edge of the Creche"” - What Shall I Give Him?

The Lord’s Prayer
* Hymn: “Jesus, Our Brother”

1 Jesus, our brother, kind and good,

was humbly born in a stable rude,

and the friendly beasts around him stood,
Jesus, our brother, kind and good.

2 ‘I, said the donkey, shaggy and brown,
‘I carried the mother uphill and down,

[ carried his mother to Bethlehem town;
I, said the donkey, shaggy and brown.

3 ‘I, said the cow, all white and red,
‘I gave him my manger for his bed,

[ gave him hay to pillow his head;

I, said the cow, all white and red.

4 ‘1, said the sheep with curly horn,

‘I gave him my wool for his blanket warm,
he wore my coat on Christmas morn;

I, said the sheep, with curly horn.
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5 ‘I, said the dove, from the rafters high,

‘I cooed him to sleep that he should not cry,
we cooed him to sleep, my mate and [;

I, said the dove, from the rafters high.

6 Thus all the beasts, by some good spell,
in the stable dark were glad to tell

of the gifts they gave Emmanuel,

the gifts they gave Emmanuel.

Living Nativity Story offered by Thelma MacDonald

Listening

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture:
Wisdom Reading from Meister Eckhart
Every single creature is full of God
and is a book about God.
Every creature is a word of God.
If I spend time with the tiniest creature,
even a caterpillar,
I would never have to prepare
a sermon.
So full of God is every living creature.”
John 14:15-24 ..., The Promise of the Holy Spirit

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music: The Wexford Carol
Offered by the Steeple Strummers
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Message: “and there was a Turtle” Rev. Don Sellsted

* Hymn: “Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness”
VU #28 vs.1,3,4
1 Herald! Sound the note of gladness!
Tell the news that Christ is here;
make a pathway through the desert
for the one who brings God near.
Sound the trumpet!
Tell the message!
Christ the Saving One has come!

3 Herald! Sound the note of pardon!
Those repenting are forgiven;

God receives these wayward children,
and to all new life is given.

Sound the trumpet!

Tell the message!

Christ the Saving One has come!

4 Herald! Sound the note of triumph!
Christ has come to share our life,
bringing God’s own love and power,
granting victory in our strife. R

Celebratin
Offering of Our Gifts



* Offertory Hymn: “In the Bleak Midwinter” VU #55 vs.4

What can I give him, poor as [ am?

If I were a shepherd, [ would bring a lamb;
if | were a wise man, [ would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.

* Offertory Prayer:

God of all gifts, we thank you for the blessings we enjoy and
the chance to work, learn, and make life better for others. In
this season we give thanks for the child Jesus, who was born
into the world to bring JOY. Help us give of ourselves in love
and care for others. May Good News come alive in our hearts
and our community. Amen.

Prayers of the People
* Hymn: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” VU #31

1 O Lord, how shall I meet you,
how welcome you aright?

Your people long to greet you,
my hope, my heart’s delight!

O kindle, then, most holy,

a lamp within my breast,

to do in spirit lowly

all that may please you best.

2 Love caused your incarnation,
love brought you here to me;
your thirst for my salvation
procured my liberty.

O love beyond all telling,

that led you to embrace
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in love all loves excelling
our lost and fallen race.

3 A glorious crown you give me,
a treasure safe on high,

that will not fail nor leave me

as earthly riches fly.

My heart shall bloom forever
for you with praises new,

and from your name shall never

Work of the Congregation

WE GO FORTH TO BE A BLESSING

Words of Parting

Go, letting holy love and light shine through you,
a gift of great joy for all the world.

And may the blessing of God,

who brought you to birth,

who is born anew among you,

and whose spirit gives you new life -

be with you now and always. Amen.

* Choral Benediction:
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” VU #1 vs. 2

O come, O Wisdom from on high,

who orders all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show,

and teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel
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Postlude: “The Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy”
Offered by the Steeple Strummers & Congregation

Verse 1

The Virgin Mary have a Baby Boy,

The Virgin Mary have a Baby Boy,

The Virgin Mary have a Baby Boy, and they say that His name is Jesus.
Refrain:

He come from the glory, He come from the glorious Kingdom,

He come from the glory, He come from the glorious Kingdom,

Oh yes ! believer!, Oh yes! believer !

He come from the glory, He come from the glorious Kingdom.

Verse 2

The angels sing when the Baby born,

The angels sing when the Baby born,

The angels sing when the Baby born and they say that His name is Jesus. R
Verse 3

The Wise men see where the Baby born,

The Wise men see where the Baby born,

The Wise men see where the Baby born, and they say that His name is Jesus.

Refrain
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