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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, December 7, 2025, 10:00 am

Second Sunday of Advent

( * = Please rise in body or spirit)(MV = More Voices)
(VU =Voices United)(TS = Then Let Us Sing)

Music as We Gather
* Congregational Introit: “We Wait for God” TS #57 vs.4

We worship God,

the people pray

that love will cast out fear.

We wait and watch to work and see
the Day of God draw near.

We worship God;

the people pray,

the Day of God draws near.
Gathering

Lighting of the Advent Candles
Again, we light a candle for hope - hope for ourselves,
hope for our beloved world.
The blue Advent Candle for Hope is lit
Today we remember that Jesus was called the Prince of
Peace.
We remember the angels’ song: Peace on Earth.
We still do not have peace on earth. Many suffer, because
of war and violence.



And so, we light a candle to shine the light of peace: peace
in our hearts, peace in our community, peace in the world.
May that gentle and peaceful light spread out all through
the world!

The blue Advent Candle for Peace is lit

God of all peace, may your light always shine bright
within us. May we choose the paths of peace. May
all our words and deeds and prayers express our
longing for a peaceful world: a world where
wounds are healed, where enemies become
friends, where war is no more, where all can live
free of fear. In the name of Jesus, Prince of Peace.
Amen.

* Hymn: “We Light This Candle” TS #55 (screen)
We light this candle for peace.
Await the new life within.
May our hearts now live each day,
So peace can find a way,
So peace can find a way.

Recognition of the Land

Welcome
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

* Hymn: “All the Earth is Waiting” VU #5

All earth is waiting to see the Promised One,
and open furrows await the seed of God.
All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;
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it cries out for justice and searches for the truth.

Thus says the prophet to those of Israel,

‘A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel.’

One whose name is ‘God with us’, our Saviour shall be,
through whom hope will blossom once more

within our hearts.

Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain,
open new highways, new highways for our God,
who is now coming closer, so come all and see,
and open the doorways as wide as wide can be.

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared.

Yet, feel that presence throughout the earth today,
for Christ lives in all Christians and is with us now;
again, on arriving, Christ brings us liberty

Sharing Our Advent Moments
Think of all the places your feet have traveled this past week...
What signs of PEACE did you notice along your journey?
What moments of awe and wonder did you encounter?

Centring Music

Centring Prayer by Lori Megley Best
Christ is at home in your heart
Place your hand over your heart
Close your eyes
and see the candle's light in your mind's eye.
Sit quietly and notice where peace is stirring... (pause)
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Rest in the light of Peace beckoning...
breathe... breathe... breathe... (pause)

Come, Peace, come

Stir in our souls

Find your birthing place

in our living.

Encircle us

with a ribbon of love.

Come, Peace, come.

Learning With Our Children
"Feet on the Ground" - Walking the Path of Peace

The Lord’s Prayer
* Hymn: “I Am Walking a Path of Peace” MV #221 x3

[ am walking a path of peace*,
[ am walking a path of peace*,
[ am walking a path of peace?*,
lead me home, lead me home.
Living Nativity Story offered by Tim Warmington

Listening

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture:
Luke 1:67, 76-80 ....ccovevvrerrrrererrensrseresssrensnnes Zechariah’s Prophecy
Luke 3:2b-6 ....covvererrrrenns The Proclamation of John the Baptist

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.



Anthem: Prepare the Way by Brad Croushorn
Offered by the Orchard Valley United Choir

Message: “Fifth Business”  Rev. Don Sellsted
* Hymn: “She Walked in the Summer” VU #12

She walked in the summer through the heat on the hill.
She hurried as one who went with a will.

She danced in the sunlight when the day was done.
Her heart knew no evening who carried the sun.

Fresh as a flower at the first ray of dawn,

she came to her cousin whose morning was gone.
There leaped a little child in the ancient womb,

and there leaped a little hope in every ancient tomb.

Hail, little sister, who heralds the spring.
Hail, brave mother, of whom prophets sing.
Hail to the moment beneath your breast.
May all generations call you blessed.

When you walk in the summer through the heat on the
hill,

when you're wound with the wind and one with Her will,
be brave with the burden you are blessed to bear,

for it’s Christ that you carry everywhere,

everywhere, everywhere.



Celebratin
Offering of Our Gifts

* Offertory Hymn: “In the Bleak Midwinter” VU #55 vs.4

What can I give him, poor as [ am?

If I were a shepherd, [ would bring a lamb;
if | were a wise man, [ would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.

* Offertory Prayer:

God of all gifts, we thank you for the blessings we
enjoy; loved ones and friends who help make our
lives good. The opportunity to make life better for
others. In this season we give thanks for the child
Jesus, who was born into the world to bring PEACE.
Help us receive this gift well as we hear and share
the message in all we say and do. Help us give of
ourselves in love and care for others. May Good
News come alive in our hearts and our community.

Amen.
Prayers of the People
* Hymn: “There's a Voice in the Wilderness” VU #18

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,
a call from the ways untrod:

prepare in the desert a highway,

a highway for our God!

The valleys shall be exalted,

the lofty hills brought low;



make straight all the crooked places
where God, our God, may go!

O Zion, that bringest good tidings,

get thee up to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people

the coming of their King.

Like the flowers of the field they perish,
like grass our works decay;

the power and pomp of nations

shall pass, like a dream, away.

But the word of our God endureth,
whose arm is ever strong;

God stands in the midst of nations,

and soon will right the wrong.

God shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
the lambs so gently hold;

to pastures of peace will lead them,
and bring them safe to fold.

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,
a call from the ways untrod:

prepare in the desert a highway,

a highway for our God!

The valleys shall be exalted,

the lofty hills brought low;

make straight all the crooked places
where God, our God, may go!

Work of the Congregation



WE GO FORTH TO BE A BLESSING

Words of Parting

The path before you,

may you walk it in peace

The path behind you:

may your leave it in peace

And the path within you

may it be peace indeed.

Journey with the peace of Christ
& the light of hope.

* Choral Benediction:
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” VU #1 vs. 2

O come, O Wisdom from on high,

who orders all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show,

and teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel

Postlude



