
 ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH  

 130 Cornwallis Ave., New Minas, NS  B4N 3M7 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, November 30, 2025, 10:00 am 

First Sunday of Advent 

( * = Please rise in body or spirit)(MV = More Voices) 
(VU = Voices United)(TS = Then Let Us Sing) 

 

Music as We Gather 

* Congregational Introit: “We Wait for God” TS #57 vs.4 

We worship God,  
the people pray  
that love will cast out fear. 
We wait and watch to work and see  
the Day of God draw near. 
We worship God;  
the people pray,  
the Day of God draws near. 

Gathering 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

* Hymn: “People, Look East” VU #9 

People, look east. The time is near  
of the crowning of the year.  
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Make your house fair as you are able,  
trim the hearth and set the table.  
People, look east and sing today:  
Love the guest is on the way.  
  
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,  
one more seed is planted there:  
give up your strength the seed to nourish,  
that in course the flower may flourish.  
People, look east and sing today:  
Love the rose is on the way.  
  
Birds, though you long have ceased to build,  
guard the nest that must be filled;  
even the hour when wings are frozen  
God for fledging time has chosen.  
People, look east and sing today:  
Love the bird is on the way.  
  
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim  
one more light the bowl shall brim,  
shining beyond the frosty weather,  
bright as sun and moon together.  
People, look east and sing today:  
Love the star is on the way.  
  
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth  
Christ who brings new life to earth.  
Set every peak and valley humming  
with the word, the Lord is coming.  
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People, look east and sing today:  
Love the Lord is on the way.  

Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles 
As the days grow shorter and colder… 
 …bright here and everywhere.    

God of all hope, we too hope for a better world.  
Even when our hearts are heavy, even when the 
troubles of the world make us sad and worried, 
may hope stay alive within us. May hope shine 
through us, and light the way for others, wherever 
we go. In the name of Jesus, Light of the World. 
Amen. 

* Hymn: “We light this candle” TS #55 (screen) 

We light this candle for hope. 
Await the new life within. 
May our hearts now live each day, 
So hope can find a way, 
So hope can find a way. 

Sharing Our Advent Moments  
What signs of HOPE did you notice this week? 

Centring Music 

Centring Prayer  by Lori Megley Best 

Learning With Our Children 
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* Hymn:  “Jesus Came Bringing Us Hope” MV #33 vs1 x2 

Jesus came bringing us hope  
Jesus came bringing us hope,  
Jesus came bringing us hope,  
hallelujah forever more!  

Living Nativity Story   offered by Thea Burton 

Listening 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
Psalm 122 ............................................................ Gladness in God's house 
John 1:1-6, 14 (The Voice translation)  .................. The Word became flesh 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem: O Come, Emmanuel  

 Offered by the Orchard Valley United Choir 

Message: “Making Room” Rev. Don Sellsted 

* Hymn:  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” VU #2 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,   
born to set thy people free:   
from our fears and sins release us,   
let us find our rest in thee.  
  
Israel’s strength and consolation,   
hope of all the earth thou art,   
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dear desire of every nation,   
joy of every longing heart.  
  
Born thy people to deliver;   
born a child and yet a king;   
born to reign in us for ever;   
now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
  
By thine own eternal Spirit   
rule in all our hearts alone;   
by thine all-sufficient merit   
raise us to thy glorious throne.  

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory Hymn: “What Can I Do?” MV #191 

 What can I do? What can I bring?  
What can I say? What can I sing?  
I’ll sing with *Hope. I’ll say a prayer.  
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.  

* Offertory Prayer: 

Holy God, we thank you for the blessings we enjoy: 
the loved ones and friends who help make our lives 
good, the opportunity to work and learn, the ability 
to make life better for others.  In this season the 
child Jesus is born into the world to bring HOPE.  
As we give thanks, we offer you our gifts of treasure 
to help us do your work, gifts of food to help those in 
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need, and the gift of ourselves. May Good News 
come alive in our hearts and our community. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

* Hymn:  “Hark the Glad Sound!” VU #29 

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes,  
the Saviour promised long:  
let every heart prepare a throne,  
and every voice a song.  
  
He comes, the prisoners to release  
in Satan’s bondage held;  
the gates of brass before him burst,  
the iron fetters yield.  
  
He comes, the broken heart to bind,  
the bleeding soul to cure,  
and with the treasures of his grace  
to bless the humble poor.  

Work of the Congregation 

WE GO FORTH TO BE A BLESSING 

Words of Parting  

* Choral Benediction: 
 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” VU #1 vs. 2 

O come, O Wisdom from on high,   
who orders all things mightily;   
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to us the path of knowledge show,   
and teach us in her ways to go.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel   
shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

Postlude 


