
   ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH  
       130 Cornwallis Ave., 

                   New Minas  B4N 3M7 

  ORDER OF WORSHIP 
                 Sunday, June 22nd, 2025,10:00am   

Music as We Gather 

 Gathering 

* Introit: “As the Deer”  G. Ritchie  

* Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles 
As we light this Christ candle, we celebrate the light that has 
guided us for 100 years. This flame reminds us of Christ’s 
presence, inspiring us to embrace deep faith, bold 
discipleship, and daring justice. 

May this light shine through us as we step into the 
future with hope and love. 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

Centreing Music 

*Call to Worship: 

      When we long for the special effects we think life should   
      offer: 
                it is enough, for us, that God comes in a soft, summer   
                shower. 
      When we our hearts are cracked by the drought of doubt: 
                it is enough, for us, that God opens up the fountains     
                 of faith for us. 
      
 

     When our senses are deadened by the sales pitches of our    
     culture: 
                 it is enough, for us, that God wraps us in the silence  
                 of grace. 

*Hymn: “Give to Me, Lord, a Thankful Heart” VU #513 

Opening Prayer 

 Listening 

 Learning With Our Children 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

 *Hymn: “Come and Find the Quiet Centre”  VU #374      

The Sacrament of Communion 
(see insert) 

 Special Music: “Old Time Religion”  

  Steeple Strummers 

 *Hymn:         “I Have Called You by Your Name”       

MV #161 vs.4 

 Mission and Service 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 Scripture: 

          Psalm 42 
         Psalm 43 
          Galatians 3:23-29 
 

   The Word of God for the People of God.  
 Thanks be to God. 

 Message:  “On Becoming” 

      Rev. Max Martin                         

 *Hymn: “Before You Now, Oh God” VU #511  



 

Celebrating 
Offering of Our Gifts 

*Offertory:  “What Can I Do?”  MV #191 

   *Offertory Prayer: 

Empowering God, we believe your Spirit is with us 
this day, leading us into a new future. We offer our 
time, talents, treasures, and hopes, trusting you to 
do more than we can dream possible. Bless us and 
these offerings with your Spirit. May we be bold 
disciples, deeply connected to you, who dare to act 
for justice. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

*Hymn: “In You There is a Refuge” MV #84  

Commissioning: 

* Benediction 
The God of forgiveness bless you, 
the grace of Christ keep you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit strengthen you. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

*Benediction:  

 “Take Your Shoes Off, Moses” 
 Steeple Strummers 
    

   Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Sacrament of Communion 

Statement of Purpose  

Presentation of the elements 

Prayer after Communion 
May the God who has everything to do with us be with you. 

And also with you. 
Beloved of God, open your hearts to the One who loves you. 

We offer them to the God who offers us grace and 
hope. 

Let us sing songs of praise to God. 
We join our voices as one in loud thanksgivings to 
God. 

     You tore down that barrier called chaos, God who spoke 
with the Word, and caused the Spirit to give life to the 
lizards that sun themselves on porches, to the frogs that 
serenade us on summer nights, to the reindeer who prance 
in the snow. 
All creation was called forth by you, and shared with those 
shaped in your image, but rather than the sun-dappled 
fields of Eden, we preferred the shadows of temptation; 
rather than life in your embrace we let death wrap its cold 
arms around us. 
You would not leave us alone,  but came close to us in the 
words of the women and men who called us back to you, 
but we pushed them as far away from us as we could, 
putting up walls of indifference between them and us. 
So, you chose to send your Child to us, the one who came to 
that distant country of rebellion to your love and hopes, 
that we might find the path home to you. 
And so, with those who are made whole, and those who 
bring their brokenness to this Table, we sing our songs of 
praise to you: 
 
 

  

Holy, holy, holy are you, God who frees us from 
the shadows. 
The furthest corners of the farthest universes 
remember you. 
Hosanna in the Highest! 
Blessed is the One who makes us whole. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

 
Though you are holy, God of our lives, 
you are always ready to be found, 
and Jesus is the One who comes 
to gather us back into your arms of grace. 
When he could have remained in glory, 
   he chose to come to that distant country 
   where we wandered in the shadows; 
when we could have turned his back on us, 
   he chose to have everything to do with us, 
   tearing down the barriers we had built; 
when he could have left us in death's clutches, 
   he went into the very grave itself 
   to defeat its powers and offer us  
   new life in the resurrection. 
As we prepare to come to the Table of grace, as we 
gather with our siblings, we proclaim that mystery we 
call faith: 
       Jesus died, choosing to have everything to do    
      with us; 
       Jesus was raised, as you chose life over death; 
       Jesus will come, choosing to take us with him to    
       eternity. 
 
As you pour out your Spirit on the gifts of the bread 
and cup and on Jesus' siblings who have gathered in 
these moment, 
we hear you whispering 'here I am; here I am." 
In the bread which is broken, you draw us closer to 



your shattered heart, so we might go forth to feed the 
hungry, to cradle the most vulnerable, to give hugs to 
those who live in shadow. 
In the cup which is poured, you draw us closer to your 
sighing soul, so we might be able to listen to the cries 
of those named 'Legion,” to hear the whispers of the 
lonely, to learn the stories of those who tell them over 
and over. 
 
And when all time and history comes to an end, 
we will join our siblings from every place, every 
generation who, with the furthest corners of the 
universes remember your love and grace, and will call 
on your name as we come to the Feast, joining in 
singing your praises forever. All this grace we ask for 
in your name. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Communion 

 

 


