CELEBRATION OF A COVENANT BETWEEN
ORCHARD VALLEY PASTORAL CHARGE,
REV. MAXWELL MARTIN
AND BERMUDA-NOVA SCOTIA REGIONAL COUNCIL OF

THE UNITED CHURCH
OF CANADA
June 22nd, 2025 3:00 P.M.
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship
We are called to be the church, to love God, and serve
others.

We gather as siblings in Christ, praising God’s
faithfulness, embracing each other in God’s love,
committed to acting out that love in God’s world.

We worship God in joy, in expectation and in hope.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

Opening Prayer
Holy Presence, you have led us to this moment in
time, reassuring us when we face uncertainty,
prodding us into action when we become hesitant
and fearful, and comforting us when we are in the
midst of change, both great and small. May we be
aware of the ways in which faith is a constant



journey, a pathway on which we seek new meaning
and new opportunities to experience God, knowing
that God will be with us wherever we go. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Scripture- Genesis 9: 8-17

May God bless to our understanding the reading of this
scripture.
Amen.

Message: Rev. Katie Logan
PRESENTATION OF OFFERING

Offertory

Prayer of Dedication

COVENANTING ACTION

Presider, David Hewitt:

Max, you are about to undertake the ministry of Youth
and Young Families in this place. You, the members of this
pastoral charge are invited to join him in worship, study,
prayer and action. We the Bermuda-Nova Scotia Regional
Council, will be responsible for the support and
accountability of this ministry. Let us ask for God’s grace
as we covenant together this day. Let us pray:



Gracious God, by our baptism you have called us to
Christ’s ministry; pour out your Holy Spirit upon us as we
commit ourselves to work together for Christ’s name.
Amen

Prayer of Faith
Uniting God,
you call us into your church to accept the cost and
joy of discipleship:
to celebrate your presence,
to live with respect in creation,
to be your servants in the service of others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table,
to proclaim Jesus crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

Send your Holy Spirit to bind us in full communion
so that we may be a uniting church
embodying your love for the world.

As one, we proclaim:
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
you are with us,
we are not alone,
all glory and power be unto you.
Amen.



Promises of the New Minister

Do you, in the presence of this congregation, commit yourself
to this new trust and responsibility?

I do.
Will you accept the oversight and discipline of United Church
of Canada?

I will, by the grace of God.
Together with the regional council and its other members,
will you be responsible for the support and accountability of
the church’s life?

I will, by the grace of God.
Will you accept the support and encouragement of this
Pastoral Charge and this Region?

I will, by the grace of God.

Promises of the Pastoral Charge

Members of the Pastoral Charge please rise in body or in
Spirit.
Will you join with Max in a ministry of worship, teaching,
mentoring, prayer, and action within this pastoral charge and
the world?

Yes, we will by the grace of God.
Will you support her as he serves among you in this
ministry?

Yes, we will, by the grace of God.



Promises of the Bermuda-Nova Scotia Regional Council
Members of Bermuda-Nova Scotia Region please rise in body
or in spirit.
Will you, as members of Bermuda-Nova Scotia Regional
Council, join with Max and Orchard Valley United Church
in the ministry that is both theirs and ours?
Yes, we will by the grace of God.
Will you exercise support for this community of faith as it
fulfills its work and witness through its living faith story?
Yes, we will by the grace of God.

New Minister Respond: I will, by the Grace of God.

Hymn - “Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary” MV #18

Lord, prepare me
to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy
tried and true;
with thanksgiving,
I'll be a living
sanctuary for you.

Presentation of Symbols

Children’s Bible

Be among us as one who celebrates the Creator’s grace
through Jesus Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Stole

Be among us as one who mentors and teaches through
word and action.
Amen.

Affirm Candle

Be among us as one who celebrates Orchard Valley’s
Affirming Ministry.

Communion Plate and Cup

Be among us as one who nourishes the spiritual
appetite and represents the abundance that God
provides through word, sacrament, and pastoral care.

OVUC Hat

Be among us as one who is authentically and
inexcusably themselves, with all that comes with it.

Prayer Shawl

Be among us as one who provides warmth, care, and
love to all they encounter, and may the prayer shawls
that have been distributed amongst the crowd, which
have been created stitch by stitch with love, bring
comfort to those in our community who need care the
most and as we hug love into these prayer shawls may
they provide warmth even on the coldest of winter
nights. Amen.



Declaration of the Covenant

Regional Representative: In the name of Jesus, and by the
authority vested in me by Bermuda-Nova Scota Regional
Council, I declare that the covenant which has been made
this day by Max, by the Orchard Valley Pastoral Charge and
by the members of Bermuda-Nova Scotia Regional council of
the United Church of Canada has been duly witnessed, and
the relationship duly constituted.

Hymn: “Come In and Sit Down” VU #395
Refrain:
Come in, come in and sit down,
you are a part of the family.
We are lost and we are found,
and we are a part of the family.

You know the reason why you came,

yet no reason can explain;

so share in the laughter and cry in the pain,
for we are a part of the family. R

God is with us in this place,

like a mother's warm embrace.
We're all forgiven by God's grace,
for we are a part of the family. R

There's life to be shared in the bread and the wine;
we are the branches, Christ is the vine.

This is God's temple, it's not yours or mine,

but we are a part of the family. R



There's rest for the weary and health for us all;
there's a yoke that is easy, and a burden that's small.
So come in and worship and answer the call,

for we are a part of the family. R

PRAYER AND BENEDICTION

Pastoral Prayer

Parting Hymn:  “Go Make a Diff’rence” MV #209
Refrain:
Go make a diffrence. We can make a diff rence.
Go make a diffrence in the world.
(2 more times)

We are the salt of the earth,

called to let the people see

the love of God for you and me.

We are the light of the world,

not to be hidden but be seen.

Go make a diffrence in the world. R

We are the hands of Christ

reaching out to those in need,

the face of God for all to see.

We are the spirit of hope;

we are the voice of peace.

Go make a diffrence in the world. R



So let your love shine on,

let it shine for all to see.

Go make a diffrence in the world.
And the spirit of Christ

will be with us as we go.

Go make a diffrence in the world. R

Commissioning and Benediction

Postlude
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PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE;

Minister of the Orchard Valley Pastoral Charge-

Rev. Don Sellsted

Presider - David Hewitt, Regional Minister, Bermuda-Nova
Scotia Regional Council

Sermon - Rev. Katie Logan

Scripture & Symbols - Orchard Valley family

A special thank you to all the people who participated in this
Covenanting Service and all those who make this ministry
possible.



