
 ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH  

 130 Cornwallis Ave., New Minas, NS  B4N 3M7 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, June 15th, 2025, 10:00 am 

Centennial Sunday 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit: “As the Deer” by G. Ritchie 

As the deer longs for springs of water  
So my soul longs for you, 
Longs for you oh God 
Come to me, come to me 
Oh God, come to me 

* Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles 
As we light this Christ candle, we celebrate the light that 
has guided us for 100 years. This flame reminds us of 
Christ’s presence, inspiring us to embrace deep faith, bold 
discipleship, and daring justice. 
(Light the candle) 

May this light shine through us as we step into the 
future with hope and love. 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

Centreing Music 
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Call to Worship 
Today, we gather in many places and ways, yet we are one 
in heart!  
Touched by the Spirit, the first disciples were enlivened.  

By the Spirit, we live and thrive!  
On the day of Pentecost, the Church was born.  

Today, we celebrate 100 years since the birth of 
the United Church!  

In their gathering that day 100 years ago, people were 
changed by the Spirit.  

In our gathering today, we seek the Spirit’s 
direction for tomorrow.  

With open hearts, let us worship God and pray for the 
Spirit’s presence amongst us. 

Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 
 

* Hymn: “She Comes Sailing on the Wind” VU #380 

REFRAIN: 
 She comes sailing on the wind, 
 her wings flashing in the sun; 
 on a journey just begun, she flies on. 
 And in the passage of her flight, 
 her song rings out through the night, 
 full of laughter, full of light, she flies on. 

 

1 Silent waters rocking on the morning of our birth, 
 like an empty cradle waiting to be filled. 
 And from the heart of God the Spirit moved upon the 
earth, 
 like a mother breathing life into her child. (to Verse 2) 
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2 Many were the dreamers whose eyes were given sight 
 when the Spirit filled their dreams with life and form. 
 Deserts turned to gardens, broken hearts 
  found new delight, 
 and then down the ages still she flew on.  R 
 
3 To a gentle girl in Galilee, a gentle breeze she came, 
 a whisper softly calling in the dark, 
 the promise of a child of peace whose reign would 
  never end, 
 Mary sang the Spirit song within her heart. (to Verse 4) 
 
4 Flying to the river, she waited circling high 
 above the child now grown so full of grace. 
 As he rose up from the water, she swept down from the 
sky, 
 and she carried him away in her embrace.  R 
 
5 Long after the deep darkness that fell upon the world, 
 after dawn returned in flame of rising sun, 
 the Spirit touched the earth again, again her wings 
unfurled, 
 bringing life in wind and fire as she flew on.  R 

Opening Prayer 

Listening 

Learning With Our Children 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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* Hymn: “My Lighthouse” by Rend Collective 

v.1 
In my wrestling, and in my doubts, 
In my failures, You won't walk out. 
Your great love will lead me through; 
You are the peace in my troubled sea, whoa oh, 
You are the peace in my troubled sea. 

v.2 
In the silence, You won't let go. 
In the questions, Your truth will hold. 
Your great love will lead me through; 
You are the peace in my troubled sea, whoa oh, 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 

Chorus 
My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness, 
I will follow You! Oh 
My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse, 
I will trust the promise: 
You will carry me safe to shore, 
Safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore. 

v.3 
I won't fear what tomorrow brings. 
With each morning, I'll rise and sing. 
My God's love will lead me through; 
You are the peace in my troubled sea, whoa oh, 
You are the peace in my troubled sea. 
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Bridge 
Fire before us, 
You're the brightest. 
You will lead us 
Through the storms.  
(REPEAT 3X) 

Chorus 

 

Membership Transfer 

Statement of Purpose 

Presentation 
Clerk of Session: 

On behalf of the congregation of Orchard Valley United 
Church, and by approval of the Orchard Valley United 
Church Council, I present Sarah Micheilsen, 
Arthur Micheilsen, Penny Johnson, 
Jessica Caitlin Ashton Moore, Jonathan Kyle Moore,  
and Joan Darnley whom we welcome into the 
membership of this community of faith by transfer of 
membership. 

Commitment of Members 
Will you join with us as together we celebrate God’s 
presence, live with respect in creation, love and serve 
others, seek justice, and resist evil? 

I will, with God’s help. 



 

6 

 

Will you bear with us in love, patience and gentleness, 
speak truth and make every effort to unite with us in the 
power of the Holy Spirit through a bond of peace? 

I will, with God’s help. 

Commitment of Congregation 
Dear friends in Christ, let us pledge to Orchard Valley 
United Church these persons our support and care. 

As your siblings in Christ, we rejoice in the gifts 
you bring to us. We promise to rejoice in every 
member’s gift, and pledge to you our love and our 
support. With God’s help, we will together live out 
the mission and ministry of this congregation and 
Christ’s church. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, it is my great joy to welcome 
you to the privileges and responsibilities of membership 
in Orchard Valley United Church. We give thanks to God 
for your witness among us. Welcome home! 

Prayer 
God of mercy and love, you welcome all who turn to you, 
and you create a clean heart in those who come asking.  
Grant that these members may continue to grow with this 
community into the fullness of the stature of Christ. Holy 
Spirit, continue to equip them with your gifts, and fill them 
with faith in Jesus Christ and with love for all your people, 
in the service of your kingdom. Amen. 
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Blessing 
May the grace of Christ attend you, 
the love of God surround you, 
the Holy Spirit keep you,  
today and always. 

Amen. 

* Hymn: “I Have Called You by Your Name” MV #161 vs.1 

I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have gifted you and ask you now to shine. 
I will not abandon you; all my promises are 
true. You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine. 
 

Profession of Faith 

Introduction 

Presentation of Candidate 
On behalf of the congregation of Orchard Valley United 
Church, I present Taunya Kinnie-Sheffield and Nola 
Godding, who seek to renew their faith proclaimed in their 
baptism. 

Profession of Faith and Promises 
Do you believe in God, who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, 
and who works in us and others by the Spirit? 

I do, by the grace of God. 
Desiring the freedom of new life in Christ, 
will you seek to resist evil, and to live in love and justice? 

I will, God being my helper. 
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Will you follow the way of Christ, 
and proclaim Jesus in your words and actions? 

I will, God being my helper. 
Will you share your gifts with your siblings in faith and 
join them to celebrate God’s presence, live with respect in 
creation, and love and serve others? 

I will, God being my helper. 

Congregational Commitment 
As a baptized and baptizing church, 
do you commit yourselves to support and nurture 
these persons within a community which worships God, 
loves and serves others, seeks justice, and resists evil? 

We do, by the grace of God. 

Laying on of Hands 
Taunya, may the Holy Spirit work within you, 
that being born of water and the Spirit, 
you may be a faithful follower of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Presentation of the Candle & Certificate 
The light shines in the darkness  
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Taunya, you have chosen to hold the light of faith. 
Let your light shine before others, to the glory of God,  
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 

Amen. 

Laying on of Hands 
Nola, may the Holy Spirit work within you, 
that being born of water and the Spirit, 
you may be a faithful follower of Jesus Christ. 
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Amen. 

Presentation of the Candle & Certificate 

The light shines in the darkness  
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Nola, you have chosen to hold the light of faith. 
Let your light shine before others, to the glory of God,  
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 

Amen. 

Congregational Welcome 
Into the household of faith, we welcome you with joy 
and thanksgiving, and with the privileges and 
responsibilities of full membership in this 
congregation. We give thanks to God for your witness 
among us.   

Blessing 
The grace of Christ attend you, 
the love of God surround you, 
the Holy Spirit keep you, 
today and always. 
 Amen.  

Special Music: Child of God by Mark Miller 
 Offered by the Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Baptism and Profession of Faith 

Introduction 

Presentation of Candidate 
On behalf of the congregation of Orchard Valley United 
Church, I present Arthur Robert Bennett for initiation into 
the body of Christ through baptism and profession of faith. 
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Profession of Faith and Promises 
Do you believe in God, who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, and who works in us and 
others by the Spirit? 

I do, by the grace of God. 
Desiring the freedom of new life in Christ, 
will you seek to resist evil, and to live in love and justice? 

I will, God being my helper. 
Will you follow the way of Christ, 
and proclaim Jesus in your words and actions? 

I will, God being my helper. 
Will you share your gifts with your brothers and sisters in 
faith and join them to celebrate God’s presence,  
live with respect in creation, and love and serve others? 

I will, God being my helper. 

Congregational Commitment 
As a baptized and baptizing church, do you commit 
yourselves to support and nurture this person within a 
community which worships God, loves and serves others, 
seeks justice, and resists evil? 

 We do, by the grace of God. 

Great Thanksgiving and Pouring of Water 
Gracious and Holy God, we bless you for the gift of life, and 
within it, the gift of water. Now may your Spirit be upon us 
and what we do, that this water may be a sign for all of 
new life in Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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The Act of Baptism 

Baptism 

Arthur Robert Bennett, I baptize you: 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, 

Amen. 

Anointing 

Arthur Robert Bennett, precious child of God, with the sign 
of the cross, you are marked as one with Christ, God’s 
anointed. 

Amen. 

Laying on of Hands 

Arthur, may the Holy Spirit work within you, 
that being born of water and the Spirit, 
you may be a faithful follower of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Presentation of the Baptismal Candle & Certificate 

The light shines in the darkness  
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Arthur, you have chosen to hold the light of faith. 
Let your light shine before others, 
to the glory of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 

Amen. 
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Declaration and Congregational Welcome 

Into the household of faith, we welcome you with joy 
and thanksgiving. This is the newest member of the 
body of Christ. We welcome you to the privileges and 
responsibilities of full membership in this 
congregation, and we give thanks to God for your 
witness among us. 

Blessing 

The grace of Christ attend you, 
the love of God surround you, 
the Holy Spirit keep you. Amen.  

* Hymn: “I Have Called You by Your Name” MV #161 vs.4 

I have given you a name, it is mine; 
I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 
With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children 
whole; go and tell my precious people they are mine. 

Mission and Service 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
Romans 5:1–5 ......... Endurance-character-hope does not disappoint 
Ephesians 1:15–19, 3:16-21 .......................................... Paul’s Prayer 
John 16:12–15 ............................................................ The Spirit of truth 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Message: “Stronger on the Edges”  
  by Rev. Don Sellsted 

* Hymn: “Let there be light VU #679 
Let there be light, 
let there be understanding, 
let all the nations gather, 
let them be face to face; 
 
open our lips, 
open our minds to ponder, 
open the door of concord 
opening into grace; 
 
perish the sword, 
perish the angry judgement, 
perish the bombs and hunger, 
perish the fight for gain; 
 
hallow our love,  
hallow the deaths of martyrs, 
hallow their holy freedom, 
hallowed be your name; 
 
your kingdom come, 
your spirit turn to language, 
your people speak together, 
your spirit never fade; 
 
let there be light; 
open our hearts to wonder, 
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perish the way of terror, 
hallow the world God made. 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “What Can I Do?” MV #191 
What can I do? What can I bring? 
What can I say? What can I sing? 
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. 
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 
(Repeat x1) 

* Offertory Prayer: 

Empowering God, we believe your Spirit is with us 
this day, leading us into a new future. We offer our 
time, talents, treasures, and hopes, trusting you to 
do more than we can dream possible. Bless us and 
these offerings with your Spirit. May we be bold 
disciples, deeply connected to you, who dare to act 
for justice. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

* Hymn: “May the God of Hope Go with Us” VU #424 
May the God of hope go with us every day, 
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 
May the God of justice speed us on our way, 
bringing light and hope to every land and race. 
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Refrain: 
Praying, let us work for peace, 
singing, share our joy with all, 
working for a world that's new, 
faithful when we hear Christ's call. 

 

May the God of healing free the earth from fear, 
freeing us for peace, both treasured and pursued. 
May the God of love keep our commitment clear 
to a world restored, to human life renewed.  R 

* Commissioning 

* Benediction 
The God of forgiveness bless you, 
the grace of Christ keep you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit strengthen you. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

* Congregational Benediction: “Amen” VU #973 

Postlude 

 

In loving memory of 

Vernon MacDonald 

From wife, Mary, and family 


