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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, June 8, 2025, 10:00 am 

Pride Sunday 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit: “As the Deer” by G. Ritchie  

As the deer longs for springs of water  
So my soul longs for you, 
Longs for you oh God 
Come to me, come to me 
Oh God, come to me 

* Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

Centreing Music 

Call to Worship 
All you who delight in the Sacred with all its 
distinctiveness, come and worship the Creator in whose 
image we are all created. 

Thanks be to God who blesses each person and 
rejoices in the uniqueness of every body and being.  
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The Holy takes on flesh in every gender and gender 
expression and orientation, every ancestry and heritage, 
every ability and body size, and every age. 

Each embodied difference is a unique glimpse of 
Holy Wonder. 

Blessed are those who search for God among the lives of 
the oppressed, the betrayed, the turned-away, and the 
judged.  

Blessed are those who receive with joy the gifts of 
God enfleshed among us. The Sacred is with us.  

Let us encompass all of God’s people in worship today as 
we enter the circle of transformation. 

* Hymn: “Draw the Circle Wide” MV #145 
Refrain: 
Draw the circle wide.  Draw it wider still. 
Let this be our song, no one stands alone,  
standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 
 

God the still-point of the circle, 
’round whom all creation turns; 
nothing lost, but held forever, 
in God’s gracious arms.  R 
 
Let our hearts touch far horizons, 
so encompass great and small; 
let our loving know no borders, 
faithful to God’s call.  R 
 
Let the dreams we dream be larger, 
than we’ve ever dreamed before; 
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let the dream of Christ be in us, 
open every door.  R 

Opening Prayer 

God, you called each of us into being… 
You delighted in your works. 

You gifted us with differences… 
that illuminate the breadth of beauty, wisdom, and 
practices of love in your creation. 

Although we may struggle to accept and celebrate our 
own unique offerings… 

free us from the kind of thinking that confines, 
constrains, or denounces your good work in us. 
Amen. 

Listening 

Learning With Our Children 

The Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn: “I Can Feel You Near Me God” MV #48 
 Ukulele 

I can feel you near me God 
I can feel you near 
Yes I know you’re with me God 
I feel you here 
I can feel you near me God 
I can feel you near 
Yes I know you’re with me God 
Heaven is here. 

 

 



 

4 

 

Refrain: 
And I’ll jump for joy 
I’m singing Alleluia 
Jump for joy for you 
I will jump for joy 
I’m singing Alleluia 
Jump for joy for you. 

 

I can feel you loving me 
Yes I know you care 
God I know you’re loving me 
Always everywhere 
I can feel you loving me 
Yes I know you care 
God I know you’re loving me 
I know you’re there.  R 

Moderator’s Pride Message 2025 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
Acts 2:1–8, 12-21 ............... The Spirit comes on the day of Pentecost 

John 14:8–11, 15-17 ................ God will send you the Spirit of Truth 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem: Furaha! by S. Albrecht 
 Offered by the Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Message: “Language of Love” Rev. Don Sellsted 
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* Hymn: “Let there be light” VU #679 
Let there be light, 
let there be understanding, 
let all the nations gather, 
let them be face to face; 
 
open our lips, 
open our minds to ponder, 
open the door of concord 
opening into grace; 
 
perish the sword, 
perish the angry judgement, 
perish the bombs and hunger, 
perish the fight for gain; 
 
hallow our love,  
hallow the deaths of martyrs, 
hallow their holy freedom, 
hallowed be your name; 
 
your kingdom come, 
your spirit turn to language, 
your people speak together, 
your spirit never fade; 
 
let there be light; 
open our hearts to wonder, 
perish the way of terror, 
hallow the world God made. 
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Prayer: “Oh, Love that will not let us go” 
  Written by Jordon Sullivan 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “What Can I Do?” MV #191 
What can I do? What can I bring? 
What can I say? What can I sing? 
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. 
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 
(Repeat x1) 

* Offertory Prayer: 

Loving God, you have given us the task to love one 
another. May the gifts we offer bring love and life to 
others, and the love we share bring hope to the world. 
Let us be bearers of this hope. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

* Hymn: “Go, Make a Diff'rence” MV #209 
Refrain: 
Go make a diff’rence. We can make a diff’rence. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
     (2 more times) 

 

We are the salt of the earth, 
called to let the people see 
the love of God for you and me. 
We are the light of the world, 
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not to be hidden but be seen. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world.  R 

 
We are the hands of Christ 

reaching out to those in need, 
the face of God for all to see. 
We are the spirit of hope; 
we are the voice of peace. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world.  R 

 
So let your love shine on, 

let it shine for all to see. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
And the spirit of Christ 
will be with us as we go. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world.  R 

* Commissioning 

* Benediction 
The God of forgiveness bless you, 
the grace of Christ keep you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit strengthen you. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

* Congregational Benediction: “Amen” VU #967 

Postlude 


