
 ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH  

 130 Cornwallis Ave., New Minas, NS  B4N 3M7 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, June 1, 2025, 10:00 am 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Order of Service provided by 

Bermuda Nova Scotia and  
Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Councils 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit: “Come into my Presence” Congregation  

* Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles 
As we light this Christ candle, we celebrate the light that 
has guided us for 100 years. This flame reminds us of 
Christ’s presence, inspiring us to embrace deep faith, bold 
discipleship, and daring justice. 

May this light shine through us as we step into the 
future with hope and love. 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Centring Music 

*Call to Worship: 
We gather today to worship looking to the future, 
powered by the past, 
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With open hearts, we come ready to receive your 
word. 

Welcome to this place of love and grace where we explore 
what it means to have deep faith, bold discipleship and 
daring justice.  

We come with open hearts and minds ready to 
explore.  

God invites all of us to be a part of this beloved 
community.  

We are all welcome, just as we are.  We are loved 
just as we are.  

In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God.  
 

* Hymn:    “We are One”     VU #402 

We are one as we come, 
as we come, joyful to be here, 
in the praise on our lips 
there's a sense that God is near. 
We are one as we sing, 
as we seek, we are found; 
and we come needful of God's grace 
as we meet, together in this place. 
 
We are one as we share, 
as we share brokenness and fear, 
in the touch of a hand 
there's a sense that God is here. 
We are one as we care, 
as we heal, we are healed; 
and we share warmth in God's embrace 
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as we pray together in this place. 
 
We are one as we feast, 
as we feast, peace becomes the sign; 
in the bread and the wine 
there's a sense of love divine. 
We are one as we come, 
as we feed, we are fed; 
and we feel God's refreshing grace 
as we meet at table in this place. 
 
We are one as we hear, 
as we hear, heart and hand unite; 
in the word we receive 
there's a sense that God is light. 
We are one as we leave, 
as we love, we are loved; 
and we seek justice in God's ways 
as we move together from this place. 

Opening Prayer 

Holy One, we gather with gratitude for the light that 
has guided us through the years, for the faith of those 
who came before us, and for the bold vision they 
embraced.  Unite us in purpose, inspire us with your 
Spirit, and help us to shine as a beacon of your light in 
the world. 

Listening 

Learning With Our Children 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn: “In the Bulb there is a Flower” VU #703 

In the bulb there is a flower; 
in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 
there's a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
There's a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there's a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; 
at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
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Mission and Service 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
1 Corinthians 12:12-14 .................... One Body with Many Members 
John 10:1-10 .................................................... Jesus the Good Shepherd 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Special Music: Blessed Assurance  Mary Kay Beall 
 Offered by the Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Message: “Tell Them They Are Mine”  
  by Rev. Thelma MacDonald 

* Hymn: “I Have Called You by Your Name” MV #161 

I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have gifted you and ask you now to shine. 
I will not abandon you; all my promises are 
true. You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine. 
 
I will help you learn my name as you go; 
read it written in my people, help them grow. 
Pour the water in my name, speak the word your soul 
can claim, offer Jesus’ body given long ago. 
 
I know you will need my touch as you go; 
feel it pulsing in creation’s ebb and flow. 
Like the woman reaching out, choosing faith in spite of 
doubt, hold the hem of Jesus’ robe, then let it go. 



 

6 

 

 
I have given you a name, it is mine; 
I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 
With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded 

children 
whole; go and tell my precious people they are mine. 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “What Can I Do?” MV #191 

What can I do? What can I bring? 
What can I say? What can I sing? 
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. 
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 
(Repeat x1) 

* Offertory Prayer: 

Generous and Loving God, we ask you receive these 
gifts of our hearts and hands. May they be used for our 
many ministries offered in your name. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

* Hymn: “Go, Make a Diff'rence” MV #209 
Refrain: 

Go make a diff’rence. We can make a diff’rence. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
     (2 more times) 

 

We are the salt of the earth, 
called to let the people see 
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the love of God for you and me. 
We are the light of the world, 
not to be hidden but be seen. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world.  R 

 
We are the hands of Christ 

reaching out to those in need, 
the face of God for all to see. 
We are the spirit of hope; 
we are the voice of peace. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world.  R 

 
So let your love shine on, 

let it shine for all to see. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
And the spirit of Christ 
will be with us as we go. 
Go make a diff’rence in the world.  R 

* Commissioning 
Go into the world with deep faith, 
bold discipleship and daring justice, 
knowing that God is with us, 
helping us to grow together as one body, 
sharing your love and blessings with the world. 
Amen 

* Benediction 
The God of forgiveness bless you, 
the grace of Christ keep you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit strengthen you. 
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Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

* Congregational Benediction:  

“Go Now in Peace” 
  Besig & Price 

Postlude 


