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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, May 11, 2025, 10:00 am 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Stewardship Sunday 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit: “Come into my Presence”   

* Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

Centreing Music 

Call to Worship: 
Come! Let’s worship and praise God. 

The Lord is our shepherd, our guardian and our 
guide. 

Celebrate the many ways God cares for our lives. 
Green pastures and silent still waters beckon and 
comfort us. 

Though difficulties happen in our lives, God is with us. 
When it seems that the world has nothing to offer 
but suffering and pain…  

God surrounds us with love and bounty. 
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Surely God’s mercy accompanies us on our 
journey. 

Let us build up and dwell in God’s house as we worship. 

* Hymn: “Let's Build a House” MV #1 

Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
rock of faith and vault of grace;  
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  
 

Refrain: 
All are welcome, all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place.  

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek  
to dream God’s reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness  
and as symbol of God’s grace;  
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  R 
 
Let us build a house where love is found,  
in water, wine and wheat; 
a banquet hall on holy ground,  
where peace and justice meet.  
Here the love of God, through Jesus,  



 

3 

 

is revealed in time and space;  
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us; R 
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  
and live the Word they’ve known.  
Here the outcast and the stranger bear  
the image of God’s face;  
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  R 
 
Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace;  
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  R 

Opening Prayer 

Listening 

Learning With Our Children 

The Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn: “Are You a Shepherd?” MV #126 

Are you a shepherd,  
good shepherd who leads us 
safely through danger, 
while calming our fears? 
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Are you a father 
who shelters and feeds us, 
shares in our laughter 
and wipes away tears? 
 

Refrain: 
Yes, you are shepherd, 
parent and teacher, 
but you are greater 
than all that we know. 
Holy and living, 
loving and giving, 
God, you are with us 
wherever we go. 

 
Are you a mother, 
good mother who bears us, 
comforts, protects us 
and helps us to rest? 
Are you a teacher 
who daily prepares us, 
challenging students 
to offer their best?  R 
 
Great, gentle shepherd, 
forever beside us, 
lead all your children 
in paths that are right. 
Great, loving parent, 
wise teacher, you guide us. 
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We want to love you 
and bring you delight.  R 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
Psalm 23 responsive (VU 749) .......................... God is my shepherd 
Revelation 7:9–17 ....... The saints of God will never hunger or thirst 
Matthew 4:18-22 ..................................... Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem: The Lord Is My Shepherd by H. Goodall 
 Offered by the Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Message: “Ordinary Folk Can Do Extraordinary Things” 
  Rev. Don Sellsted 

* Hymn: “I Have Called You by Your Name” MV #161 

I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have gifted you and ask you now to shine. 
I will not abandon you; all my promises are 
true. You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine. 
 
I will help you learn my name as you go; 
read it written in my people, help them grow. 
Pour the water in my name, speak the word your soul can  
claim, offer Jesus’ body given long ago. 
 
I know you will need my touch as you go; 
feel it pulsing in creation’s ebb and flow. 
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Like the woman reaching out, choosing faith in spite of 
doubt, hold the hem of Jesus’ robe, then let it go. 
 
I have given you a name, it is mine; 
I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 
With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children 
whole; go and tell my precious people they are mine. 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “Grant Us, God, the Grace” VU #540 

Grant us, God, the grace of giving, 
with a spirit large and free, 
that ourselves and all our living 
we may offer faithfully. 

* Offertory Prayer: 

Nurturing God, we come before you with open and 
willing hearts. Give us insight, courage, and 
conviction as we choose to live intentionally as 
good stewards. Bless our intentions for the 
environment, our time, talents, treasure, and our 
mental and physical being. We ask you to empower 
us with your Spirit and infuse us with Christ’s 
redeeming love. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

In your great mercy, 
Hear our prayers. 
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* Hymn: “For All The Saints” VU #705 

For all the saints, who from their labours rest, 
all who by faith before the world confessed, 
your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
You were their rock, their fortress, and their might: 
you were their captain in the well-fought fight; 
you, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
yet all are one within your great design. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
The golden evening brightens in the west; 
soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest; 
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day 
the saints triumphant rise in bright array: 
as God to glory calls them all away. 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
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* Commissioning 

* Benediction 
The God of forgiveness bless you, 
the grace of Christ keep you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit strengthen you. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

* Congregational Benediction:“Go Now in Peace” 
  by Besig & Price 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true 
Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love….and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 
Amen, amen, amen. 

Postlude 


