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I would like to share during this Easter 
season ... Samuel Coleridge-Taylor’s 
piece “The Atonement,” the Passion 
of Christ story, hadn’t been performed 
with an orchestra in over 104 years 
until The Orpheus Choir teamed up 
with the Nathaniel Dett Chorale to 
perform it March 22nd in Toronto*. 
   Music that had essentially been lost 
to the choral community had been 
found and resurrected to the delight of 
the 400 strong audience who leapt to 
their feet applauding for 10 minutes. 
I was fortunate enough to attend and 
thus experience this transformative 
composition, and what impressed me 
the most, aside from being a very proud 
momma watching my son (Thomas 
Burton) conduct, was the realization 
that a story filled with so much angst 
and tragedy ended with tremendous 
joy; a wall of sound from the choir, 

organ and brass that shook the rafters.
  Taylor, a Black-British composer, 
undoubtedly dismissed for his race, 
presents the story masterfully from Jesus 
to Judas to Pilate, but also highlighted 
the women in the story, something not 
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Burton Conducts “The Atonement”
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common in the early 1900s. Pilate’s wife 
offers sober second thought to Pilate 
extolling Christ’s virtue, and the three 
Marys grieve the loss of someone so 
special with haunting melodies. When 
it came to Christ’s final words, “It is 
finished” followed by the triumphant 
final segment, I realized that the words 
were not meant to represent an end, but 
rather to signal a glorious beginning, 
something new, fresh and redemptive 
grounded in God’s love for us all.
   Music has always done this for me; 
heightened my understanding of the 
stories I heard in church. As a young 
child, my favorite part of the Easter 
story was Holy Thursday and how 
it set up Good Friday, leading to the 
Easter morning celebrations. At some 
level, I understood that the message 
from Holy Week was this: God loves 
me. No matter what I do, or don’t do, 
God’s love is never ending. It turns 
sadness into joy, death into life, not 
by dismissing the struggle, but by 
embracing it and creating a community 
of love and support that honors Christ’s 
memory, embodying God’s healing love 
in the world today through our actions 
and relationships with the world and 
others.

Burton Conducts (continued)

Looking back on my life’s journey I am 
keenly aware of how this understanding 
has carried me through all my joys, 
sorrows, missteps and achievements. 
It is what keeps me moving forward, 
connecting with others, always 
broadening the circle of understanding, 
acceptance and determination to 
outshine hatred in the world with the 
brighter light of love I’ve come to know 
through the Easter Story.
  What are your Easter moments? 
When have you been transformed by 
love either giving or receiving it?
Scan the QR code in the title area for 
a link to the performance on Youtube 
or enter https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FsQUkjW1Pks



yourself, your family, for your church 
family? Dreams and visions begin to 
become real, come to life, when we 
acknowledge and share them with 
others. Orchard Valley United Church 
is where we are today because people 
dreamed. People had a vision for 
what was possible and here we are. 
   Our many outreach initiatives, 
each providing a deep and often 
lifesaving spirit of hope and 
healing, began with someone’s 
dream. And that dream was shared, 
became a vision, and then a reality. 
   Jesus had a vision for humankind 
and all creation, and scripture tells 
us it began in his earliest of days. 
Throughout his lifetime, he shared 
his dream with all who would listen. 
Dreams can be as hard for us to 
understand as they are to articulate 
to others, but when the dream is real, 
we do not let it go. Jesus, on his last 
week of his earthly life, held onto the 
dream. It kept him moving forward, 
even with the fear that others felt, 
and in his own pain and suffering. 
The dream survived even through 
doubts. And although some tried to 
kill his God filled dream, it survived, 
was resurrected, and lives on through 
(cont. on p. 4)    3

Does this Spring seem even more 
busy than in previous years, or is that 
just me? As I look out the window 
right now, with the snow piled high 
on roofs and cars, it is hard to know 
it is even spring. But that is not too 
far out of sync with how our Lenten 
journeys seem to go. From hardship 
to delight and from disappointment 
to joy, the cycle goes on, that is, until 
our hopes and dreams are fulfilled 
on Easter Sunday! Whether we’re 
ready or not for Easter, it is coming! 
   A week ago, I spoke about our 
dreams. In today’s political climate, 
it is hard not to recognize the odd 
nightmare as well. But God’s people 
have always been dreamers. I am sure 
it is what God expects from us. God 
has certainly spoken to many in the 
Bible through dreams and visions, a 
way to communicate, whether issuing 
warnings, foretelling future events, or 
sharing wisdom. And I am confident 
that God has spoken to each one of us 
in the way that we are able to hear it – 
each one unique and each one powerful. 
   So, this leads me to ask the 
question of you and myself – what 
God filled dreams are you holding 
onto today. What is your dream for 

Rev. Don’s Message: Dream, Dream Big



   4

Christ’s Peace Be Upon You All,
Rev. Don  Sellsted

Rev. Don’s Message: Living Our Story (continued)
each of us today.       In Easter, when 
new life is springing from the sky, the 
waters, and the earth, it is the ideal 
time to dream of new possibilities. 
It is a time to share those long held 
dreams with a vision for a church, a 
community, and a world. So, folks, 
go ahead and dream. Let’s dream big. 

Let’s dream it and share it and through 
faith, hope, love, and commitment, 
by God’s grace, we can make those 
dreams come true. It all begins with a 
dream. 

Hello Orchard Valley! I’m Max Martin
  Hello Orchard Valley! My name 
is Max Martin and I am so excited 
to be joining the team at Orchard 
Valley as your new youth, young 
adult, and pastoral care minister. 
  I am 28 years old and have lived 
in various parts of the HRM for my 
entire life, but I am excited to get 
to know the Annapolis Valley better! 
  I am a huge fan of football, specifically 
the Las Vegas Raiders, and am always 
willing to chit-chat about my opinions 
on that and many other topics, so 
don’t be afraid to approach me and 
get to know me! I will be in the office 
Monday-Thursday for now, with my 
actual office hours to be determined. 
If you need to contact me, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to me via 
email at maxisaminister@gmail.com.
   My hope for the coming months 
is to get to know the community 

and those of you who have opinions 
and ideas for what you want a youth 
group at Orchard Valley to look like. 
What would you like us to do? How 
often would you want to meet? What 
things would you like to learn (or 
your kids or grandchildren to learn?) I 
am available to chat any time, you are 
never a distraction or a disturbance to 
me. 

See you all very soon! Max

Max and Sam at their wedding last May.
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Not that long ago, Don gave a 
message about the parable of the fig 
tree (Luke 13, 6-9)...how a fig tree 
wasn’t producing figs after three years 
and the owner wanted it destroyed.  
The gardener convinced him to hold 
off for a year, to be patient, while 
the gardener tended the tree with 
extra love and care.  I felt it was a 
message about not giving up hope, 
to nurture ourselves and others.
   It’s hard to be patient when the world 
around us seems to be falling apart, 
when hope seems lost.  Goodness 
knows that I have been struggling so 
much with this for months.  Even 
though I heard and appreciated Don’s 
message, my heart still felt like it was 
crumbling apart.  Even though Don 
is so very skilled at making the Bible 
stories relevant, well, these things 
all happened a long time ago didn’t 
they...can they even be fully relevant?
 I guess God thought I needed a wee 
reminder. Last fall as I was cleaning 
up my outside plants for the winter, 
I had one that I couldn’t quite bring 
myself to compost.  A strawflower...I 
had never had one before, it still had 
greenery, the flowers were so cool.  I 
knew it was a short-lived annual, and 
I was no gardener, but heck, why not 

bring it inside and try to make it last?
   Over the long cold winter, it sat 
in our family room (chilly, by any 
standards) by a south facing window.  
It got overturned a time or two by some 
unruly cats.  It slowly failed under my 
negligent care, browning, leaves dying, 
one sole straw flower remaining, a 
vibrant pink.  It too faded.  Even 
though it was beyond any hope, I still 
threw water on it occasionally.  As 
time passed, I noticed a bit of bright 
greenery to one side of the pot.  Oh, of 
course, a weed.  The only thing likely to 
survive under my care. This morning, 
I remembered to water my plants, 
and found a reminder of the message 
of hope in the fig tree.  A petunia. 
I didn’t plant it, instead it struggled 
up of its own accord.  It would have 
come from a nearby planter, as the 
petunias there sent out seeds, in hope 
of a next generation.  A neglected, 
unexpected treasure.  A brief reminder 
of hope, of futures unplanned, and that  
sometimes even the limited nurturing 
that we can give can be enough.
   Thanks, Don and God.  Be patient 
friends, and keep nurturing your 
world.  We just might be enough.

Mindy Vinqvist-Tymchuk, 
Council Chair

Mindy’s Message: Keep Nurturing Your World
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In cooperation with the Recreation 
Department of the Village of New 
Minas, Orchard Valley United Church 
has been hosting Memory Café sessions 
monthly since before Christmas.  
Orchard Valley members who have 
been regular attendees include Lyn and 
Roger Bolt, Carol and Jim Dewar and 
Susanne and Scott Sweatman.  About 
fifteen participants in all have been 
in attendance, and we have all had a 
wonderful time – and great snacks.  
  Monthly activities have included 

music, painting, the Steeple Strummers 
and more – and great snacks.  Come 
and join us – it is great fun – and there 
are great snacks.
Orchard Valley ladies who are there to 
host us include Gail Gordon, Rebecca 
Godfrey, Noreen MacGregor, Linda 
Draper, Cheryl Sellsted, and others.  
Thank you very much.  And did I 
mention the great snacks?
  The final Cafe will see the OVU 
group joining the Wolfville group on  
Tues. April 15 at the Wolfville Legion 
to learn to play crokinole.

Memories From the Memory Cafe
by Scott Sweatman

Members of the welcoming team at the 
February Memory Cafe were Noreen 
MacGregor, Linda Draper and Gail 
Gordon.

Matt Martin provided the musical 
entertainment for the February cafe.
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   Many theologians, clergy, and lay 
people alike, have pondered the power 
of Jesus’ resurrection, questioning 
much, sometimes doubting, but always 
confirming that something miraculous 
happened. How is Jesus’ resurrection 
living in you today? This is something 
I am going to try to articulate in 
writing during my upcoming sabbatical 
beginning Aug. 1 until my return on 
Nov. 3. 
   And yes, the time of my sabbatical 
is coming soon. The answer to the 
question of “is it coming soon enough 
or too soon” changes daily. I will say that 
I am of mixed emotions on that point. 
Sunday mornings are the highlight of 
my week, whether I feel prepared or not. 
Because of you, once the music starts 
and the choir and I give our blessing 
before proceeding in, the sense of God 
being near is infused throughout. There 
is no feeling like it and I know I will be 
anxious to return.  
   My time away will allow me to 
begin documenting my own journey 

and theology. Wrestle with what it is I 
believe, what I celebrate, what I see as 
opportunities for humankind to unite 
and celebrate our uniqueness. And I 
plan to meditate on these things from 
my daughter’s lakeside cabin on Lake 
Manitoba. I am also looking to begin 
each day in a kayak, as well as regular 
hikes in some new places. 
 In September I will be presiding at my 
youngest son’s wedding followed by 
celebrating my mother’s 90th birthday 
in October.  
  While I am away, you will be in great 
hands with Rev. Max and the clergy 
who will be filling in for me (yet to 
be determined). And now, let me be 
clear, although I will be away, I fully 
expect each of you to welcome and 
engage with my replacement as well 
as, of course, Rev. Max! No skipping 
church because I am away! They will 
need your ongoing encouragement, 
commitment, and passion as much as I 
also always need it.  
So, come November, I will be back, 
refreshed, invigorated, & raring to go! 

Time to Meditate and Write
by Rev. Don Sellsted
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Bev: Thank You and All the Best to You

Bev Thompson started coming to 
Orchard Valley with her parents, Scott 
and Susanne Sweatman, a few years ago. 
  She then transferred her membership 
here before beginning her studies 
for the ministry. Bev has left her 
mark especially with the youth and 
young families of this congregation.  
   As part of one of her courses 
of study, she participated in the 
Sunday School program including 
developing the curriculum for us to 
use. She also contributed to other 
committees during those two years. 
  Bev has returned to study at the 
Atlantic School of Theology (AST) 
in Halifax in the Master of Divinity 
Program. At the end of February, she 
was approved by the United Church 

of Canada as an official Candidate 
for Ministry and became eligible to 
accept an appointment as a student 
minister within the United Church.  
   As a result, she has accepted 
an appointment as the minister at 
Ste Croix United Church. For her 
first term at AST, she had a resource 
team at OVUC consisting of Mark 
Lipton, Thelma MacDonald and 
Donna Murphy which met with her 
twice to offer support and feedback. 
   On April 5th a Pre-Easter Youth 
and Family Event was held at OVUC 
with Bev in attendance. On behalf of 
OVUC she was presented with a card, 
cake, and a token of appreciation along 
with our best wishes and prayers in her 
new adventure as student minister. 
  And finally some  parting words 
from  Bev:  “As I finish the first year of 
my Master of Divinity program,  I am 
overwhelmed by all the experiences, 
relationships and learning I have had.
  A huge thank you to the 
children and youth of Orchard 
Valley United Church, you  are 
all incredible individuals with 
bright futures ahead of you.
   Remember to wash your hands and 
say your prayers, germs and Jesus are 
everywhere.”

by Donna Murphy
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OVUC in Top Ten of CNOY Teams
The Coldest Night of the Year walk is 
held each year on the last Saturday of 
February. This year we had seventeen 
people signed up on the Orchard Valley 
team, and more who walked with us. 
  Walkers  could choose either a 2km  
or  5km route, and there were fun 
activities and food for the participants 
after the Walk, as well as a warm toque.     
   With individual and group efforts 
our team raised $3477 and were in 
the top 10 teams locally. In our area, 
the funds raised go to support Open 
Arms, helping people experiencing 
hurt, hunger, and homelessness . . 
. Because it’s cold out there.   We 

were one of the 61 teams that helped 
raise $131,239 for Open Arms.
  Everyone who participated 
in the walk had a fun time. We 
would like to thank everyone who 
supported us in this important cause. 
  The church hosted a Coldest Night 
of the Year Concert on March 2 
with the Peng Sisters, the Steeple 
Strummers, Rachel MacLean, the 
Valley Voices A Cappella Chorus 
and Thea Burton performing. 
   The proceeds helped the Horton 
High School team organized by 
Colette Peng to raise $2945.35 and 
place twelfth on the Annapolis Valley 
scoreboard.

by Cheryl Hill



  For me, it started when I saw a sign 
saying that there were two vacancies on 
the New Minas Village Commission. 
I thought, “What a shame. Two 
empty seats? I should probably fill 
one.” It never occurred to me that I 
inadvertently would cause an election. 
Had I not inquired about a seat, the 
incumbent Commissioners would have 
simply won by acclamation. 
  I had no previous background in 
politics. I moved to Nova Scotia a 
couple of years ago, without knowing 
anybody. I began knocking on as many 
doors as I could. I handed out simple 
black and white fliers printed from my 
home printer. When the polls closed, I 
missed out by 8 votes. 
  I was exhausted and devastated. I sat 
in my car and cried. I had gambled 
my family’s money, wasted our time, 
and now I had to somehow pull 
myself together and tell my children, 
“Winning isn’t everything” or “What’s 
important is that mommy tried...” 
  As I attempted to put on a brave 
face, I received a text message from 
an unexpected supporter, “You should 

run for County.” I scoffed: I hadn’t 
even had a chance to walk through my 
front door. It was still raw. I broke the 
news to my children, took a bath, and 
promptly went to bed. 
 As the next few days went by, I 
encountered people who would surprise 
me by telling me to run for County. 
Then someone came knocking on my 
door to insist I do just that. It felt 
like it was no longer about me. I felt 
a calling to do it for my community. 
  I asked my family over dinner what 
they thought and of course they were 
all in. I came to realize that I had won 
more than I had lost in that first election. 
I have made so many friends, met so 
many like-minded people, and had 
connected with so many neighbours.      
  With all that support and 
encouragement, I threw my hat in the 
ring. Friends asked for lawn signs and 
even to put big magnets of my face 
on their cars! I knocked on doors in 
Greenwich and made friends there too! 
When it was done and the votes were 
counted, I was blessed that the people 
of New Minas and Greenwich chose 
me to represent them at the County 
Council. 

by Christina Sappington, County 
Councillor and member of OVUC
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“Where You Want to Go is Not 
Necessarily Where You Are Meant to Be”

 . . . p. 11
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Christina Sappington 
at her desk on the 
occasion of her 
induction as the County 
Councillor District 
Eight, Greenwich and 
New Minas.

  I remember saying to Reverend Don, 
“It feels like a crazy scavenger hunt! I 
honestly don’t even know where I am 
going most of the time. I go to one 
house, and they tell me I should go 
to another. I go to an event, and I get 
invited to other events. It really feels as 
though I’m being led. I just go where 
I’m being told to go... and it happens 
to be exactly where I was meant to be.” 

Reverend Don smiled at me, “Isn’t it 
funny how that happens?” 
  That’s when it hit me - where I wanted 
to go was not where I was meant to be. 
By following the path put before me, 
I was able to find my calling and serve 
in ways I had never imagined. That is a 
blessing I will always be thankful for. 
  I wish you and your family a very 
Happy Easter!



   12

  Orchard Valley once again celebrated 
our United Church of Canada’s National 
Affirming P.I.E. Day on March 16. We 
were Public, Intentional and Explicit 
in our inclusion of 2SLGBTQIA+ 
people by “Singing Out Loud” in 
our call to affirming action in our 
faith community and beyond. We 
had a special service which included 
members of the affirming committee 
and allies offering readings and talents, 
including two songs on harmonica 
by Chris Seymour, reading of “God 
Made Me Wonderful”, and choir 
offering “All of Who I Am” written by 
A. Kessler and arranged by Thomas 
Burton. We had OVUC affirming 

OVUC “Sings Out Loud” on P.I.E. Day
stickers made by Polly Leonard and 
shared by Owen and Gabe as greeters 
and we were also joined by filmmaker 
Shelley Thompson for the screening 
of the “Translations” documentary 
trailer. Finally, we also shared the 
Moderator’s P.I.E. day 2025 message 
highlighting the incredible affirming 
work happening across the United 
Church noting that with 2SLGBTQIA+ 
rights under threat, that it is more 
important than ever to celebrate P.I.E.
  OVUC continues to work together to 
build a community that truly embodies 
the spirit of Public, Intentional, and 
Explicit affirmation as we continue 
striving towards making our space a 
place of welcome, respect, love for all.

by Julien Davisby Julien Davis

Rev. Don Sellsted 
and Pastor Katie 
at Learning With 
Our Children’s 
time with 
Katie reading 
“God Made Me 
Wo n d e r f u l ” , 
the children’s 
book that she 
wrote which was 
illustrated by her 
fiance, Jarrett 
Castle.
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  To celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the United Church of Canada, 
Orchard Valley United Church  
has chosen to have a Carnival.  
This event will take place on 
Saturday, May 24 from 12-3 p.m. 
  A committee is busy working on 
the various aspects of the Carnival. 
The first piece is advertising. We 
will be inviting people from near 
and far to come and have fun and 
see what we are about through 
posters, emails, a radio interview 
and the Rewind 89.3 radio cruiser. 
  We will take the opportunity to create 
Orchard Valley items such as a banner, 
balloons, pens, notepads, and volunteer 
pins that can be used at other events in 
the future. A Save-the-Date poster will 
be sent out to the congregation soon.  
  In the sanctuary there  will  be   a 
vendor fair and in the flex space displays 
by the Affirming, Congregational 

Celebrating the Centennial With a Carnival 
Life, Outreach, Pastoral Care 
Committees and our Sunday School.  
  On part of the front parking lot 
there will be carnival games with 
small prizes for the children. The 
games will include a sucker pull, boot 
toss, duck pond, beanbag toss (to be 
built by Rev. Don), and a ball toss.  
  Other activities include face painting, 
a dunk tank, photo booth and cake 
and chip walks. There will also 
be music. Parking will be on the  
north side and behind the church.  
     Our guests will be treated to hot dogs/
veggie dogs (with a gluten free option), 
pop, juice, popcorn, cotton candy, 
mini doughnuts and an anniversary 
cake (and a gluten free cake).  
Many volunteers will be needed to 
make this a fun and successful event. 
   “We are one of the community’s 
best kept secrets - let’s let them know 
we’re here, and we’re fantastic!,” said 
Rev. Don Sellsted.

by Sylvia Jacquard
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  The choir is looking forward to 
a music-filled Spring with a joyous 
anthem for Palm Sunday, a Lenten 
Cantata entitled The Shadow of the 
Cross by Lloyd Larson for Good Friday 
and special music offerings on Easter 
Sunday which will include chimes (seen 
in the photo on the other page). 
  You may have noticed a ‘new’ look 
with the choir. It began when the roof 
leaked over the choir room during 
spring thaw.  Before it was noticed, 
much water entered the choir room, 
wet the choir robes, dampened some 
music and made it necessary to remove 
drywall and completely dehumidify.  

Thus that room has been upside down 
for three weeks and it is easier to simplify 
outfits rather than move around in 
the mess and robe before services.  
Folks have commented the new look 
is pleasing and the choir was thinking 
about a change prior to all this, so we 
will see what happens. 
  To celebrate the United Church 
of Canada’s 100th Anniversary, the 
OVUC Choir and Steeple Strummers 
will host an evening of song and praise 
on June 15th at 7:00 p.m.  Guests 
will include the Kentville Baptist 
Church Choir, the Conduit Choir 
and, as well, a barbershop quartet.  
This  should be an uplifting evening 

Easter Sunday Music Pairs Choir and Chimes
by Thea Burton
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to enjoy the power of praise through 
music, culminating in a massed choir.  
    Congratulations to our pianist, 
Carmen Peng, who has recently been 
awarded the Governor General Award. 
She has been with OVUC for 3 years; 
but said she hopes to stay for 33. 
Carmen is in her second year of the 
Biology program at Acadia University. 
  This summer she will work at the 
Kentville Research Station in the Berry 
Crops Program where she will help plant 
strawberries, raspberries and do some lab 
work.  Carmen’s goal is to do a Masters 
in Biology so she can do more research. 
   When asked about her thoughts 
of her time at Orchard Valley she 
said “OVUC has become part of my 
life, I feel so blessed to be one of 

you. I love my church.  Thank you 
for allowing me to grow in many 
ways.”  Carmen’s sister, Chantal, has 
filled in for Carmen on occasion and 
we welcome her with appreciation. 
   We send best wishes to choir member, 
Mary Mcfarlane who is moving to 
Dartmouth in April. We will miss her. 
At the same time, we are pleased to 
have Mary Cormier join the choir. We 
are always open to new members so if 
you are interested please speak to myself 
and/or feel free to join us on Thursday 
evenings between 7:00 & 8:30 to see 
what it’s all about.  The ability to read 
music is a benefit; but, not necessary as 
the most important thing is the love of 
singing. 
 A Wonderful Easter to All!! 



   16

   So often I am asked ‘how did the 
Steeple Strummers come to be? It 
all started with the “February Blahs 
Program” which the Congregational 
Life Committee organized at OVUC a 
few years ago. Chair, Gail Gordon asked 
me if I would teach a 4-5 week course 
in guitar each of the Monday nights 
in February back in 2017. When the 
course drew to a close, the members 

of the guitar group were disappointed 
that “this was it”, now what do we do? 
Not wanting to curb their enthusiasm, 
I suggested we carry on with the guitar 
group which meets once a month.
   Starting with what was learned in 
the classes the group began to expand 
its song repertoire and to continue to 
learn new guitar skills. After the first 
year, 2018, we decided we needed a 
purpose for our group and a name. The 

New Look for Steeple Strummers:  
Maroon Shirt With Logo

by Dave Murphy

The Steeple Strummers practice before the worship service on March 23rd. The group 
played “Morning Has Broken” for the anthem as well as “Love Comes a Trickling 
Down” as the Congregational Hymn. Their music was enjoyed by all. The Strummers 
are Leader Dave Murphy, Shirley Yorke, Diana Dunn, Mary Cormier, Darrell McDow, 
Roger Bolt, Wayne MacDonald.
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purpose is “to support the congregation 
in gospel songs and hymns and still 
keep our connection to other genres 
of music and song”. Our name came 
ultimately from a vote amongst the 
group members at the time, and the 
name the “Steeple Strummers” was 
born.
   Over the next seven years we 
played at various church services and 
functions dressed in blue and black 
until it was decided that we needed 
our own proper “gig attire”. The group 
chose a logo on a maroon/wine shirt 
with a black undershirt and black pants 
or skirt. The Steeple Strummers have a 
new look and our thanks to the Men’s 
Group for providing the funds to make 
this happen.
   The Steeple Strummers will be playing 
in the United Church of Canada’s 100 
Anniversary Concert on June 15th at 
7:00 p.m. We have been invited to 
provide special music many times at 
functions such as the New Years Eve 
event  at OVUC, Ladies’ Christmas 
Breakfast, the Memory Cafe, funerals 
and at the Kentville Baptist Church 
100 Anniversary Concert.
   All are welcome to join ... you just 
need a stringed instrument (guitar, 
banjo, ukulele, mandolin). The group 
typically meets on the first Tuesday 

of each month at 7:00 p.m. Current 
members are:  Roger Bolt, Mary 
Cormier, Diana Dunn, Darrell McDow, 
Wayne MacDonald, Dave Murphy and 
Shirley Yorke.

The Steeple Strummers logo was 
designed by Dave Murphy and 
approved by the group. It represents a 
church steeple with the group’s name 
and a musical banner featuring a 
guitar and identifying Orchard Valley 
United Church.
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  With volunteer training for the most 
part complete, and a soft opening done, 
Centre 130 has now been launched. A 
poster designed by Rachel opened the 
facilities to Meet Your Feet and church 
congregants with mobility issues. This 
extends the use  of our shower and 
laundry facilities to both the vulnerably 
housed and mobility challenged. 
   A Volunteer Binder designed by 
Mindy is now actively in use tracking 
usage of the shower and laundry.  
  Over the winter, Orchard Valley United 
Church was approached by Open Arms 
to be used as an emergency shelter 
for extreme weather and cold nights. 
   This past winter had some very 
cold days and nights. We were able 
to open for a total of five nights 
and several days hosting up to  
seven vulnerably housed persons. 
  While Open Arms hosted and 
staffed the shelter, five volunteers 
from Orchard Valley  were able 
to participate and learn from the 
experience. With this success came our 
next step of reshaping our direction.
  Recently, Council approved Orchard 
Valley’s Centre 130 partnering with 
Open Arms to support their new 
Mobile Van program at our church. 

Centre 130: One More Step Along the Way
  On April 16, Open Arms will meet 
with Centre 130 volunteers to help 
us better understand the work that 
will be done through the Mobile 
program and receive de-escalation 
training. The goal of the Mobile Van 
program is to move the vulnerably 
housed toward secure housing. If this 
is an area where you would like to 
volunteer, please join us on April 16th. 
  With this comes the opening of 
the church one afternoon a week for 
use of the shower and laundry while 
building relationships with staff from 
Open Arms, our church volunteers 
and the vulnerably housed. Please let 
the church office or one of the Centre 
130 volunteers know if you would like 
to be a part of this exciting venture. It 
could be making sandwiches, snacks, 
doing laundry following an open time 
or being a volunteer during open 
hours. Two volunteers would work on 
a rotational basis during open hours. 
One more step along the way! 

by Helen Seymourby Helen Seymour
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As you can imagine, maintenance of 
the 221-year-old historic Covenanter 
Church in Grand Pré is an ongoing 
thing. In order to maintain the 
building’s Provincial and Federal 
heritage status, when doing anything 
on this site, certain criteria must 
be met and can be costly. Projects 
for the near future include repair to 
the cupola, repairing several broken 
windows and frames as well as all of 
the exterior trim work. Our grant 
person, Tim Warmington, has recently 
applied for grants and funding through 
the Municipality of the County of 
Kings, for a “Vision Grant”, as well as 
through the Nova Scotia Department 
of Heritage and Culture. It is through 
the generosity of congregant members 
that we are able to make these 
monies available in order to keep 
and maintain this beautiful edifice.
   Members of the Committee, led by 
Anthony Harding, did a presentation for 
the Adult Lifelong Learning Program 
at Acadia last Fall. Through slides and 
lecture, the presentation shared the 
history, community impact and stories 
of the Covenanter Church. There 

were approximately 200 in attendance.
  On Easter Sunday Evening, April 
20, an Easter Vesper Service will be 
held at 7:00 p.m. with Rev. Don 
Sellsted presiding. All are welcome. 
This service will be in recognition of 
the United Church of Canada’s 100th 
Anniversary.  The schedule for the 
Covenanter Summer Series for 11:00 
a.m. each Sunday of July and August, 
has been finalized and consist of the 
following pulpit supply:

Covenanter to Host Easter 
Vesper Anniversary Service

by Dave Murphy

July 6 - Rev. Dr Bruce Matthews
July 13 - Rev. Don Sellsted
July 20  - Rev. Thelma MacDonald
July 27 - Rev. Gloria Churchill
August 3 - Rev. Tim MacFarland
August 10 - Bev Thompson,               
     Candidate for Ministry
August 17 - Rev. Dr. Marjorie Lewis
August 24 - Rev. John Wray
August 31 - Rev. Rob Hankinson

The current committee members 
include Betty Curry; Carrollee Day; 
Harvey Gilmour, Secretary; Anthony 
Harding; Jim Keech; Irvin Nicholson, 
Treasurer; Dave Murphy, Chair; 
Marilyn Profitt; Rev Don Sellsted, 
ex officio; Barbara Sobas; Tim 
Warmington and Bill Woodman.
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The Sunday School have had a busy 
season. We were happy to have Bev 
continue to help prepare the weekly 
lessons, and several volunteers took 
turns leading the children and youth 
each week. We have a wide age range of 
children and youth who all enjoy their 
time together and learn from each other.
   On April 5 parents and Rev. Don 
organized a pre Easter lunch for the 

young families. Everyone enjoyed 
making pizza, playing games, doing 
crafts, and an egg hunt. We also had 
a cake for Bev to say goodbye and 
thank you for her work and dedication 
with the children. Rev. Don said 
words of appreciation and Johanna 
Roselen gave Bev a card and gift.
   We are excited to see our children’s 
programming flourish and to have 
Rev. Max joining us. 

Sunday School Holds Pre-Easter Lunch 
by Cheryl Hill

The children and adults 
spent time in the kitchen 
making their own pizzas 
for lunch. 
The multicoloured paint 
palettes made possible very 
colourful Easter eggs.


