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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, April 27, 2025, 10:00 am 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit: “Come into my Presence”  
Songs of the Season Songbook 

* Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

Centreing Music 

Call to Worship 
Praise the Lord on this Holy Day. 

Praise God in this Sanctuary! 
Give praise for God’s mighty deeds. 

Give praise with trumpet, lute and harp! 
Give praise for God’s fire ignited within us.  

Praise God with deed and compassion 
Give praise to God inspiring generosity and kindness. 

Let everything that breathes praise God 
Give praise for God is surely here in our worship today. 
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* Hymn: “Christ is Alive!” VU #158 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
Christ is alive! No longer bound 
to distant years in Palestine, 
but saving, healing, here and now, 
and touching every place and time. 
 
In every insult, rift, and war, 
where colour, scorn, or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
and lives, where even hope has died. 
 
Women and men, in age and youth, 
can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 
and find the way, the life, the truth, 
revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 
Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
good news to this and every age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 
with joy, with justice, love and praise. 

Opening Prayer 

Listening 

Learning With Our Children 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn: “It Only Takes a Spark” VU #289 
It only takes a spark  
to get a fire going, 
and soon all those around  
can warm up in its glowing: 
that's how it is with God's love,  
once you've experienced it: 
you spread God's love to everyone, 
you want to pass it on. 

What a wondrous time is spring  
when all the trees are budding, 
the birds begin to sing,  
the flowers start their blooming; 
that's how it is with God's love,  
once you've experienced it: 
you want to sing, it's fresh like spring, 
you want to pass it on. 

I wish for you, my friend,  
this happiness that I've found - 
on God you can depend,  
it matters not where you're bound; 
I'll shout it from the mountain top;  
I want my world to know: 
the Lord of love has come to me, 
I want to pass it on. 

Mission and Service 
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Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
Psalm 150 ................................... Praise God with the sound of trumpet 
John 20:19–31 ............. Thomas doubts until he sees Jesus for himself 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Special Music: Offered by Thea Burton 

Message: “What a noisy bunch!” Rev. Don Sellsted 

* Hymn: “We Have This Ministry” VU #510 
We have this ministry 
and we are not discouraged; 
it is by God's own power 
that we may live and serve. 
Openly we share God's word, 
speaking truth as we believe, 
praying that the shadowed world 
may healing light receive. 
We have this ministry, O God, receive our living. 
 
O Christ, the tree of life, 
our end and our beginning, 
we grow to fullest flower 
when rooted in your love. 
Brothers, sisters, clergy, lay, 
called to service by your grace, 
different cultures, different gifts, 
the young and old a place. 
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We have this ministry, O God, receive our giving. 
 
The yoke of Christ is ours, 
the whole world is our parish; 
we daily take the cross, 
the burden and the joy. 
Bearing hurts of those we serve, 
wounded, bruised and bowed with pain, 
Holy Spirit, bread and wine, 
we die and rise again. 
We have this ministry, O God, receive our loving. 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “Grant Us, God, the Grace” VU #540 
Grant us, God, the grace of giving, 
with a spirit large and free, 
that ourselves and all our living 
we may offer faithfully. 

* Offertory Prayer: 

Generous God, we offer you our thanks for your 
steadfast love, our foundation when things around 
us seem uncertain. Bless these gifts and the ministry 
of Orchard Valley United Church. May what we offer 
spread the blessings we know to others, in the name 
of Jesus, our Risen Christ. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
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* Hymn: “Today We All Are Called” VU #507 
Today we all are called to be 
disciples of the Lord, 
to help to set the captive free, 
make ploughshare out of sword, 
to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, 
make love and peace our fast, 
to serve the poor and homeless first, 
our ease and comfort last. 
 
God made the world and at its birth 
ordained our human race 
to live as stewards of the earth, 
responding to God's grace. 
But we are vain and sadly proud, 
we sow not peace but strife, 
our discord spreads a deadly cloud 
that threatens all of life. 

 
Pray justice may come rolling down 
as in a mighty stream, 
with righteousness in field and town 
to cleanse us and redeem. 
For God is longing to restore 
an earth where conflicts cease, 
a world that was created for 
 a harmony of peace. 
 
May we in service to our God  
act out the living Word,  
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and walk the road the saints have trod  
till all have seen and heard.  
As stewards of the earth may we  
give thanks in one accord  
to God who calls us all to be  
disciples of the Lord.  

* Commissioning 

* Benediction 
Led by the Spirit, 

go forth in God’s love. 
Illumined by the Spirit, 

shine with Christ’s light. 
Inspired by the Spirit, 

endeavour with the Spirit’s compassion. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

* Congregational Benediction: “Go Now in Peace” 
  by Besig & Price 

Postlude 
 


