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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, April 20, 2025, 10:00 am 

Easter Sunday & Holy Communion 

Music as We Gather 

Introit:        “Ring from Your Steeple”       
VU #403 vs.1,2,4 

Ring from your steeple, bells of gladness! 
 This is the day the world was born; 
 God’s voice rang out across the darkness, 
 light filled the sky that primal morn. 

 Ring from your steeple, bells of victory! 
 This is the day death’s sting was drawn; 
 God’s voice rang out, the tomb was empty, 
 hope sprang alive that Easter morn. 

 Ring from your steeple, bells of heaven! 
 This is the day when none shall mourn; 
 God’s voice rings out this one-in-seven, 
 joy fills the church this Sunday morn. 

Gathering 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
At the first light of dawn, the women went to the tomb. 

Are not our hearts burning within us? 
And there they found…nothing? 

Are not our hearts lighted as if with fire?! 
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An empty tomb! The grave-clothes lying on the ground! 
Where is Jesus?!  

(Christ Candle is lit) 
Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed! 
Alleluia!  Amen! 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you! 

Call to Worship: 
God is good! 

All the time! 
And all the time! 

For God is very good! 
Let all the people proclaim, 

God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
The Lord is my strength, my song, and my salvation! 

Shouts of joy resound in righteous! 
God’s hand has done mighty things! 

We will proclaim all that God has done. 
We enter the gates of God and give thanks, 

for this is the day the Lord has made! Hallelujah! 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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* Hymn: “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” VU #155 
 Tituoan Sireyjol - Trumpet 

Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah! 
our triumphant holy day, hallelujah! 
who did once, upon the cross, hallelujah! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Hallelujah! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing hallelujah! 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, hallelujah! 
who endured the cross and grave, hallelujah! 
sinners to redeem and save. Hallelujah! 

But the pains which he endured, hallelujah! 
our salvation have procured; hallelujah! 
now above the sky he's King, hallelujah! 
where the angels ever sing. Hallelujah! 

Sing we to our God above, hallelujah! 
praise eternal as God's love; hallelujah! 
praise our God, ye heavenly host, hallelujah! 
praise the Son and Holy Ghost. Hallelujah! 

Opening Prayer 

Holy Communion 

Welcome 
The Day of Celebration is here! 

Alleluia! 
We gather at the table to share in the Banquet of Life! 

Thanksgiving 
For Christ is Risen! 

He is Risen Indeed! 
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And so we give thanks! 
We give thanks and praise to the One who brings 
life! 

Gracious God, we raise shouts of Hallelujah, 
we sing praises for the wonder of an empty tomb, 

giving thanks for the gifts of life that break the bonds of 
death. 

We sing songs of praise for the beauty of the earth, 
the glory of the skies, and the majesty of the 
waters. 

As the spring deepens and the earth thaws, as green 
breaks through the dead of winter, 

we sing songs of hope for new life springing forth 
and for the promise held in every seed. 

As people of faith, we remember all those who have gone 
before, named and unnamed, who have embraced Your 
life and Your hope. 

We trust that in remembering and retelling their 
stories, we too can move into life anew 

Remembering 
We gather at this table remembering a story told mere 
days ago… 

and yet also ages ago… 
that Jesus gathered with his closest friends in an Upper 
Room… 

and he called them to remember their promised 
freedom. 

We remember that at that table he took bread, gave 
thanks for it, blessed it, broke it and passed it among them 
saying: 
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This is my body, broken for the world.  Whenever 
you eat it remember me. 

Then he took the cup, blessed it and passed it among them 
saying: 

This is the cup of the New Covenant. Whenever you 
drink it remember me. 

And so, we break the bread, pour the cup, and remember 
with hope. 

On this Easter Day we share in God’s Banquet to 
celebrate Life Victorious! 

Transformation 

Breaking and Pouring 
Here at this table we break the Bread of Life. 
On this Day of Celebration we pour the Cup of Promise. 
These are the gifts of God for the People of God. 

Thanks be to God 
Come, for all is now ready. 

Prayer after Communion 

For what we have eaten, 
for what we have sipped, 
for what we have received— 
bread, wine, and life— 
       thank you, God! 

May this moment fill us. May we be changed by it. 
And through us, may the world also be changed. 

Hallelujah and Amen. 
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Listening 

Children’s Time / Time for all Ages 

The Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn: “Behold, Behold, I Make all Things New” MV #115 

Behold, (behold,) behold, (behold,) 
I make all things new 
Beginning with you 
And starting from today. 
Behold (behold,) behold, (behold,) 
I make all things new, 
My promise is true, 
For I am Christ the way. 

Scriptures: 
Isaiah 65:17-25  ......... New heaven and earth; the wolf and the lamb 
John 20:1-18 ................... Mary and Simon Peter find the empty tomb 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Special Music: This is a Day of Rejoicing  A. Pote 
 Offered by the Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Sermon: Mary Stayed Rev. Don Sellsted 

* Hymn: “Joy Comes with the Dawn” VU #166 
Refrain: 
Joy comes with the dawn; 
joy comes with the morning sun; 
joy springs from the tomb 
and scatters the night with her song, 



 

7 

 

joy comes with the dawn. 

Weeping may come; 
weeping may come in the night, 
when dark shadows cloud our sight.  R 

Sorrow will turn, 
sorrow will turn into song, 
and God's laughter make us strong.  R 

We will rejoice, 
we will rejoice, and give praise, 
to the One who brings us grace.  R 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “Grant Us, God, the Grace” VU #540 

Grant us, God, the grace of giving, 
with a spirit large and free, 
that ourselves and all our living 
we may offer faithfully. 

* Offertory Prayer: 

Generous God, we offer these gifts as a testimony 
to our commitment as your disciples. Bless our 
gifts to your work in the world. Through your 
blessing of our gifts, may new life be birthed into 
the hope for all of creation. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
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* Hymn: “Thine is the Glory” VU #173 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where the body lay. 

Refrain: 
 Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
 endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 

 
Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb! 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for the Lord now liveth: death hath lost its sting.   R 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless 
love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.   R 

* Commissioning and Benediction 
Go, with the Easter joy deep within your hearts. 

Thanks be to God! 
Go, with the Easter songs singing on your lips. 

Thanks be to God! 
Go, with the hopeful message of Easter clear in your 
minds. 

Thanks be to God! 
Go, certain that in time and beyond time, 

Hallelujah! 
God’s love is with you and will never leave you. 

Hallelujah and AMEN! 
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* Congregational Amen: “Alleluia Amen” by W. Mozart 

Postlude 


