
   ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH  
       130 Cornwallis Ave., 

                   New Minas  B4N 3M7 

  ORDER OF WORSHIP 
                    Friday, April 18th, 2025, 7pm  

Good Friday 
Music as We Gather 

Introit: “Come to the Cross”  

Introduction 

Call to Worship: 
Come, let us gather again in the shadow of the Cross. 

We gather to remember the overwhelming evidence 
of Love’s ultimate sacrifice. 

Who would have guessed that the totality of God’s love might 
look like this: a forsaken saviour on a cross? 

Certainly not us! Not us, who are too often lost amid 
the world’s distractions and obligations.  
Not us, for whom such love was offered without 
cost. 

Let us gather again in the shadow of the Cross and commit 
ourselves to remember. Let us live our lives in a way that 
tells us why this Friday is called “Good.” 

Thanks be to God, who opened the gates of heaven, 
that we might have the faith, hope, and love, 
witnessed in Christ’s sacrifice for the hope of the 
world. 

First Station: The Trial  
Mark 15:1-15 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession  
Christ, at times we act as if we do not know you, at 
times we say of you, “Away with him!” When we 
think of those times we weep and ask you to forgive 
us. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 
Take heart, for we have a high priest, Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
who understands our human experience and sympathizes 
with our weakness. He deals gently with the wayward and is 
the source of our strength and hope. We are a forgiven 
people. 

Second and Third Stations ................................... Bearing the Cross 

John 19:13-17; Luke 4:28-29 

* Hymn: “O Jesus, I have Promised” VU #120 

Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Stations ................. Simon and Veronica 

John 19:25b-27; Luke 23:26-28; Matthew 25:31-46 

* Choir: “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”  

Seventh and Eighth Stations ........................ Meeting the Women 

Psalm 38:6-22; Luke 23:27-31 

* Choir: “You are My All in All”  

Ninth and Tenth Stations ........................ Jesus is stripped naked 

Matthew 26:37-40; John 19:23-25 

* Hymn: “The Love That Clothes Itself in Light” VU #137 

Eleventh Station ................................... Jesus is nailed to the cross 

Luke 23:33-43 

* Hymn: “Were You There” VU #144 

 



Twelfth Station ..................................................................... Jesus dies 

Matthew 27:45-54 

Litany of Diminishing Light: 
The parade is over. The laments, the denials, the excuses, the 
betrayals are over. In fact, it is all over. Shadows have 
replaced light; fear has swallowed hope. It is finished. What 
now? 

(The Christ Candle is extinguished) 
* Choir: “How Beautiful”  

Thirteenth and Fourteenth .................... Jesus is laid in the tomb 
John 19: 38-40; Matthew 27: 57-61 

* Choir and Congregation:“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

* Choir: “When I Survey the Wonderous Cross”  

Closing Prayer: 
Gracious God, as we depart from here on this most solemn of 
evenings, help us to reflect upon what we have seen and 
heard, to take to ourselves what you have done for us this 
day. 

Make us a people of faith and courage in order that 
we might find our way through these dark hours, as 
we await the rising of your Son on Easter morning. 
Amen. 
 

During our departing music, all are welcome to come and place a 
rock at the foot of the cross while leaving in silence… 

 

Choir Anthems from:   
“The Shadow of the Cross: A Contemporary Tenebrae Service” 

Arranged and composed by: Lloyd Larson 

 


