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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, April 13, 2025, 10:00 am 

Palm Sunday 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit: Spirit Come by D. MacGregor 

Spirit come, Spirit come,  
Open our eyes, open our hearts,  
come Spirit come. (Repeat) 

Choir enters, singing and parading… 

Blessing of the Palms 
Behold, in our hands are wands of joy,  

to celebrate the One coming in God’s name. 
Behold, in our hands are wands of faith, 

to usher in God’s Spirit swirling among us. 
Behold, in our hands are the wands of hope, 

to enliven us into righteous action. 
and behold, in our hands are the signs of love, 

to infuse us with compassion for all creation. 
for today with palms we shout, "Sanna, Sannanina!" 

Hosanna in the highest! Amen. 
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Hymn: “Sanna, Sannanina” VU #128 
African version of Hosanna 

Sanna, sannanina, sanna, sanna, sanna, 
Sanna, sannanina, sanna, sanna, sanna, 
Sanna, sanna, sanna, sannanina, sanna, sanna, sanna, 
Sanna, sanna, sanna, sannanina, sanna, sanna, sanna. 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Lenten Candle Liturgy 
So today, again, we mark the journey by extinguishing our 
sixth candle, even as we remember God’s covenant of 
presence. 

(The sixth purple candle is extinguished.) 

God-with-Us,  
as we, Jesus’ companions, enter Jerusalem, we 
renew our promise to follow the Way he taught. 
We shout “Hosanna,” knowing this word means 
“God save us”. In our world today, we are aware of 
so many ways that we long for you to save us. We 
celebrate, even as we despair. And even in our 
doubt, we hope. Today, we are grateful for your 
presence with us. Amen. 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

Centreing Music 
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Call to Worship: 
This is Palm Sunday, and we remember the words of the 
prophet: 

“the one to lead you is coming to you now, riding in 
humility.” 

We join the crowds who greeted Jesus: 
Hosanna, son of David! Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of God! 

And we respond with praise: 
Hosanna in the highest heaven! Hosanna! 

Let us worship God with glory and praise, waving palm 
branches and singing together.  

* Hymn: “All Glory, Laud and Honour” VU #122 
Refrain: 
All glory, laud and honour 
to you, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring. 

You are the King of Israel, 
and David's royal son, 
now in the Lord's name coming, 
our King and blessed one.  R 

The multitude of pilgrims 
with palms before you went; 
our praise and prayer and anthems 
before you we present.  R 

To you, before your passion, 
they sang their hymns of praise; 
to you, now high exalted, 
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our melody we raise.  R 

Their praises you accepted; 
accept the prayers we bring, 
great author of all goodness, 
O good and gracious king.  R 

Opening Prayer 

Listening 

Learning With Our Children – A Palm Litany Reading 
Jesus rides into Jerusalem. 

Hosanna! 
Branches are waved, people shout! 

Hosanna! 
Hopes and dreams are running along with the parade! 

Hosanna! 
Shout and sing for joy! The Lord comes! 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Come, now is the time of dancing and joy! 
Hosanna in the highest! 

Now is the time, for Jesus comes into our lives! 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn: “He Came Riding on a Donkey” VU #124 

He came riding on a donkey, 
he came riding into town; 
slow and easy kind of lowly 
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he came riding with the dawn. 
His disciples walked beside him, 
staying close, a little shy; 
not too sure where he would guide them, 
on to live or on to die. 
But all the morning sang his praises; 
waking birds and dancing wind; 
here he is, the Son of David; 
riding on to take his throne. 

Then the children gathered, singing 
shouts of laughter, bursting cheer; 
in the streets their song was ringing, 
'Hosannas' filled the morning air. 
Timid adults strained to see him, 
caught the Spirit, joined the song; 
spread their cloaks along before him, 
branches flashing in the sun. 
So all the city sang his praises; 
waking streets and dancing crowd; 
here he is, the Son of David; 
our Messiah, Son of God. 

In our fasting, and our feasting, 
called to follow in his way; 
called to walk his road to Easter, 
called to live his cross today. 
Hosanna to the Son of David, 
hosanna in the heavens above; 
blessed is he who comes to save us, 
blessed is he who brings his love. 
Let us join to sing his praises; 
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open hearts and souls to God; 
he is with us, Son of David; 
God's Messiah, Christ the Lord. 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
Psalm 118:1–2,19–29 .............. The stone that the builders rejected 

Luke 19:28–40 ................. Jesus enters Jerusalem to cheering crowds 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem: “Hosanna to the Son of David” by A. Pote 

 Offered by the Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Message:      “The Yo-Yo’s of Holy Week”           
Rev. Don Sellsted 

* Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” VU #660 vs. 1,3,5 

How firm a foundation, you servants of God, 
is laid for your faith in God's excellent word! 
What more can be said than to you has been said, 
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 
'When through the deep waters I call you to go, 
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
for I will be with you, your troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to you your deepest distress. 
 
'The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 
I will not - I will not desert to his foes; 
that soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
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I'll never - no, never - no, never forsake!' 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “In Gratitude and Humble Trust” VU #544  

In gratitude and humble trust 
we bring our best today 
to serve your cause and share your love 
with all along life's way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us 
in Jesus Christ, your Son, 
teach us to give ourselves each day 
until life's work is done. 

* Offertory Prayer: 

Holy God, we come prepared to share our gifts that 
they may bring hope and peace to a world in 
desperate need of love, faith, and compassion. 
Your Spirit moves us with gratitude. Through who 
we are as a community, may we be a blessing to all 
creation. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

* Hymn: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” VU #123 

Hosanna, loud hosanna 
the happy children sang; 
through pillared court and temple  
the joyful anthem rang; 
to Jesus, who had blessed them 
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close folded to his breast, 
the children sang their praises, 
the simplest and the best. 

From Olivet they followed 
'mid an exultant crowd, 
the victory palm branch waving, 
and singing clear and loud; 
the Lord of earth and heaven 
rode on in lowly state, 
content that little children 
should on his bidding wait. 

'Hosanna in the highest!' 
That ancient song we sing, 
for Christ is our Redeemer; 
earth, let your anthems ring. 
O may we ever praise him 
with heart and life and voice, 
and in his humble presence  
eternally rejoice! 

* Commissioning 

* Benediction 
The God of forgiveness bless you, 
the grace of Christ keep you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit strengthen you. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 
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* Congregational Benediction Hymn:  

 “My Peace”              by K.Routlege 
My peace I give unto you 
It’s a peace that the world cannot give 
It’s a peace the the world cannot understand 
Peace to know 
Peace to live 
My Peace I give unto you 

Postlude 

  

In Loving Memory of Joan Carter White 

from husband, Cecil; Janet and Peter. 

 


