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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, March 30th, 2025, 10:00 am 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit: Spirit Come  D. MacGregor 

Spirit come, Spirit come,  
Open our eyes, open our hearts,  
come Spirit come. (Repeat) 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Lenten Candle Liturgy 
Today we mark the journey by extinguishing our fourth 
candle, even as we remember God’s covenant of grace. 

(The fourth purple candle is extinguished.) 

Covenant Keeper,  
your grace infuses our lives each day. As we 
extinguish this fourth candle of Lent, may we be 
reminded of all the grace-filled times in our lives. 
May your grace enliven us today, and may we find 
grace in all that we offer and do. Amen. 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Centreing Music 

Call to Worship 
Today, we continue our Lenten journey. 
Even when we feel lost and far away… 

God’s love is always with us. 
Even when we have not always made good decisions… 

God’s love never ceases.  
We will always have a home in God… 

who awaits and welcomes us. 
It is with joy that we come home… 

and feel that God is here. 
As one united people, let us worship. 

* Hymn: “We Are One” VU #402 
 

We are one as we come, 
as we come, joyful to be here, 
in the praise on our lips 
there's a sense that God is near. 
We are one as we sing, 
as we seek, we are found; 
and we come needful of God's grace 
as we meet, together in this place. 
 
We are one as we share, 
as we share brokenness and fear, 
in the touch of a hand 
there's a sense that God is here. 
We are one as we care, 
as we heal, we are healed; 
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and we share warmth in God's embrace 
as we pray together in this place. 
 
We are one as we feast, 
as we feast, peace becomes the sign; 
in the bread and the wine 
there's a sense of love divine. 
We are one as we come, 
as we feed, we are fed; 
and we feel God's refreshing grace 
as we meet at table in this place. 
 
We are one as we hear, 
as we hear, heart and hand unite; 
in the word we receive 
there's a sense that God is light. 
We are one as we leave, 
as we love, we are loved; 
and we seek justice in God's ways 
as we move together from this place. 

Opening Prayer 

Listening 

Learning With Our Children 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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* Hymn: “God of the Sparrow” VU #229 

God of the sparrow God of the whale 
God of the swirling stars 
How does the creature say Awe 
How does the creature say Praise 
 
God of the earthquake God of the storm 
God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature cry Woe 
How does the creature cry Save 
 
God of the rainbow God of the cross 
God of the empty grave 
How does the creature say Grace 
How does the creature say Thanks 
 
God of the hungry God of the sick 
God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care 
How does the creature say Life 
 
God of the neighbour God of the foe 
God of the pruning hook 
How does the creature say Love 
How does the creature say Peace 
 
God of the ages God near at hand 
God of the loving heart 
How do your children say Joy 
How do your children say Home 
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Mission and Service 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
2 Corinthians 5:16–21 ................ Anyone in Christ is a new creation 
Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 .............. The prodigal son; the prodigal father 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem: “Love Which Understands” Iona Community 

 Offered by the Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Message: “Meet Me on the Road” Rev. Don Sellsted 

* Hymn: “Amazing Grace” VU #266 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
'tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
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The Lord has promised good to me, 
this word my hope secures; 
God will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 
 
When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “In Gratitude and Humble Trust” VU #544  

In gratitude and humble trust 
we bring our best today 
to serve your cause and share your love 
with all along life's way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us 
in Jesus Christ, your Son, 
teach us to give ourselves each day 
until life's work is done. 

* Offertory Prayer: 

Holy God, we come prepared to share our gifts that 
they may bring hope and peace to a world in 
desperate need of love, faith, and compassion. Your 
Spirit moves us with gratitude to be a blessing to all 
creation. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

* Hymn: “Dear God, Who Loves All Humankind” VU #608 

Dear God, who loves all humankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up, and follow thee. 
 
O sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 
 
Drop thy still dews of quietness 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
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Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire: 
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 
O still small voice of calm! 

* Commissioning 

* Benediction 
Led by the Spirit, 

go forth in God’s love. 
Illumined by the Spirit, 

shine with Christ’s light. 
Inspired by the Spirit, 

endeavour in the Spirit’s compassion. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

* Congregational Benediction: “Go Now In Peace” 
   Besig and Price 

Go now in peace...never be afraid. 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.  
Know He will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love, and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world can see.  
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Postlude 
 

 

 


