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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, March 23, 2025, 10:00 am

Third Sunday in Lent

Music as We Gather
Gathering

* Introit: Spirit Come by D. MacGregor
Spirit come, Spirit come,
Open our eyes, open our hearts,
come Spirit come. (Repeat)

Lighting the Christ Candle

Lenten Candle Liturgy
Today we mark the journey by extinguishing the third
candle, even as we remember God’s covenant of love.
(The third purple candle is extinguished.)

Covenant Keeper,
your promise of unconditional love has upheld us
ever since our birth. We are your beloved children.
Throughout this Lenten journey, continue to make
us strong to serve you, as Jesus was strengthened
through your Holy Spirit. Grateful for Jesus’
dedication to drawing humanity close to you, we
draw close to Jesus and his ministry now. Amen.

Recognition of the Land

Welcome and Announcements
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.



Centreing Music

*Call to Worship
We continue our Lenten journey. Even when the road is
stony and hard...
Jesus leads and encourages us.
Even though we may have stumbled...
God forgives and steadies us.
Even when we are tired and our energy wanes...
The Spirit sustains and strengthens us.
Today we rejoice in God’s faithful love, alive with signs of
hope and life.
For this we are drawn together in this celebration
of life that is ours in Jesus. Thanks be to God!

* Hymn: “Come, Let Us Sing” VU #222

Come, let us sing to the Lord our song,
we have stood silently too long;
surely the Lord deserves our praise,
so joyfully thank God for our days.

O thirsty soul, come drink at the well;

God's living waters will never fail.

Surely the Lord will help you to stand,
strengthened and comforted by God's hand.

You dwell among us and cause us to pray,
and walk with each other following your way;
our precious brothers and sisters will grow
in the fulfilling love they know.

Deserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing
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to the desire of all living things.
Come, all you creatures, high and low,
let your praises endlessly flow.

Opening Prayer
Listening
Learning With Our Children
The Lord’s Prayer
* Hymn: “I Come With Joy” VU #477

I come with joy, a child of God,
forgiven, loved and free,

the life of Jesus to recall

in love laid down for me,

in love laid down for me.

I come with Christians far and near
to find, as all are fed,

the new community of love

in Christ's communion bread,

in Christ's communion bread.

As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share,
each proud division ends.

The love that made us, makes us one,

and strangers now are friends,

and strangers now are friends.



The Spirit of the risen Christ,
unseen, but ever near,

is in such friendship better known,
alive among us here,

alive among us here.

Together met, together bound

by all that God has done,

we'll go with joy, to give the world
the love that makes us one,

the love that makes us one.

Mission and Service

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture:
Isaiah 55:1-9......cccoveenee. Come, buy wine and milk without money!
Luke 13:1-9..eeeeerrerererereenes The parable of the barren fig tree
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music: “Morning Has Broken”
Offered by the Steeple Strummers
Message: “God Needed another Plumber?”
Rev. Don Sellsted
* Hymn: “Spirit Dancing” VU #388

Spirit dancing on the waters,
sun reflecting song of grace
Calling life to all the creatures,

4



Giving life to human race.

Spirit dancing on the waters,
Naming moment they should part,
Giving freedom to the peoples,
Signed for all in dancer’s art.

Spirit dancing on the waters,

Paradox of womb and grave,

Welcome now the Word child’s coming,
No one prisoner, no one slave.

Spirit dancing on the waters,

Can the dance by cross by stilled?
Earth be shaken! Deak awaken!
What was emptied shall be filled.

Spirit dancing on the waters,
Give your people their new birth,
Healing, loving one another

In community with earth.

Spirit dancing on the waters,

We would come and dance with you
‘til our world is filled with music
And in Christ all things are new.

Celebratin
Offering of Our Gifts



* Offertory:  “In Gratitude and Humble Trust” VU #544

In gratitude and humble trust

we bring our best today

to serve your cause and share your love
with all along life's way.

O God, who gave yourself to us

in Jesus Christ, your Son,

teach us to give ourselves each day
until life's work is done.

* Offertory Prayer:

Holy God, we come prepared to share our gifts that
they may bring hope and peace to a world in
desperate need of love, faith, and compassion.
Your Spirit moves us with gratitude to be a
blessing to all creation. Amen.

Prayers of the People
* Hymn: “Go to the World!” VU #420

Go to the world! Go into all the earth.
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life's worth,

baptising as the sign of our rebirth.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Go to the world! Go into every place.

Go live the Word of God's redeeming grace.

Go seek God's presence in each time and space.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!



Go to the world! Go struggle, bless and pray;
the nights of tears give way to joyous day.

As servant Church, you follow Christ's own way.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,
for I am with you 'til the age shall end,
when all the hosts of glory cry 'Amen!’
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

* Commissioning

* Benediction:
Led by the Spirit,
go forth in God’s love.
[llumined by the Spirit,
shine with Christ’s light.
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.
And the people said ... AMEN!

* Congregational Benediction:
“Love Comes a Tricklin’ Down”
Offered by the Steeple Strummers

Postlude

In /m/z;y memory g( brother-in-law

~ Alden Young ~
from Mary MacDonald
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