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Sunday, March 9, 2025, 10:00 am

First Sunday in Lent

Music as We Gather
Gatherin
* Introit: Spirit Come by D. MacGregor

Lighting the Christ Candle

Lenten Candle Liturgy

Today we mark the journey by extinguishing our first

candle, even as we remember God’s covenant of promise,

made through a wandering Aramean.

(The first purple candle is extinguished.)

God of Promise,
We pray today that your grace inspires all the
actions in our lives. We celebrate the gift that is
Jesus, and through him, your covenant of promise.
Open us to your wisdom that it may infuse our
faith along this faith-filled journey. Amen.

Recognition of the Land

Welcome and Announcements
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Centreing Music



Call to Worship:
Here we are again, ready to follow Jesus to Jerusalem,
starting the journey of Lent.
Each time we take this road, we discover new
things, new perspectives, new grace.
Each time we take this road, we travel with Christ,
present with us at the very beginning,
present with us now,
and present even beyond this time.
So, come now! Come and receive the story, God’s story.
Come and sing the songs, our songs that reveal this sacred
story.
We come now to ready ourselves in this Lenten
time, to sing, and to worship.

*Hymn: “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”
VU #108
Throughout these Lenten days and nights
we turn to walk the inward way,
where, meeting Christ, our guide and light,
we live in hope till Easter Day.

The pilgrim Christ, the Lamb of God,
who found in weakness greater power,
embraces us, though lost and flawed,
and leads us to his Rising Hour.

We bear the silence, cross and pain
of human burdens, human strife,
while sisters, brothers help sustain
our courage till the Feast of Life.



And though the road is hard and steep,
the Spirit ever calls us on

through Calvary's dying, dark and deep,
until we see the coming Dawn.

So let us choose the path of One

who wore, for us, the crown of thorn,
and slept in death that we might wake
to life on Resurrection Morn!

Rejoice, O sons and daughters! Sing

and shout hosannas! Raise the strain!

For Christ, whose death Good Friday brings
on Easter Day will rise again!

Opening Prayer

Listening
Learning With Our Children
The Lord’s Prayer

* Hymn: “Come Touch Our Hearts”

Come touch our hearts

That we may know compassion
From failing embers

Build a blazing fire;

Love strong enough

To overturn injustice,

To seek a world more gracious,
Come touch and bless our hearts.

MV #12



Come touch our souls

That we may know and love you,
Your quiet presence

All our fears dispel;

Create a space

For spirit to grow in us,

Let life and beauty fill us,

Come touch and bless our souls.

Come touch our minds

And teach us how to reason,

Set free our thoughts

To wonder and to dream;

Help us to open

Doors of understanding,

To welcome truth and wisdom,
Come touch and bless our minds.

Come touch us in

The moments we are fragile,
And in our weakness

Your great strength reveal;
That we may rise

To follow and to serve,

Steady now our nerve,

Come touch and bless our wills.

Come touch us now,

This people who are gathered,
To break the bread

And share the cup of peace;
That we may love



You with our heart, our soul,
Our mind, our strength, our all,
Come touch us with your grace.

Mission and Service

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture:
Deuteronomy 26:1-11....... “My father was a wandering Aramean”
Luke 4:1-13...eeeee e rerereresesesesesesens Jesus tested in the desert
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem: “Creating God Your Fingers Trace”

by R. Johnson
Offered by the Orchard Valley United Church Choir

Message: “Getting it Sorted” Rev. Don Sellsted
* Hymn: “Lead On, O Cloud of Presence” VU #421

Lead on, O cloud of Presence,
the exodus is come.

In wilderness and desert

our tribe shall make its home.
Our slavery left behind us,
new hopes within us grow.
We seek the land of promise
where milk and honey flow.

Lead on, O fiery Pillar,
we follow yet with fears,
but we shall come rejoicing
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though joy be born of tears.

We are not lost, though wandering,
for by your light we come,

and we are still God's people.

The journey is our home.

Lead on, O God of freedom,

and guide us on our way,

and help us trust the promise
through struggle and delay.

We pray our sons and daughters
may journey to that land

where justice dwells with mercy,
and love is law's demand.

Celebratin
Offering of Our Gifts

* Offertory:  “In Gratitude and Humble Trust” VU #544

In gratitude and humble trust

we bring our best today

to serve your cause and share your love
with all along life's way.

O God, who gave yourself to us

in Jesus Christ, your Son,

teach us to give ourselves each day
until life's work is done.



* Offertory Prayer:

Holy God, we are your difference makers, prepared to
share our gifts to bring hope and peace to a world in
desperate need of love, faith, and compassion. Your
Spirit moves us with gratitude to be a blessing to all
creation. Amen.

Prayers of the People
* Hymn: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” VU #626

[ heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Come unto me and rest;

lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast.’

I came to Jesus as [ was,
weary and worn and sad;

[ found in him a resting place,
and he has made me glad.

[ heard the voice of Jesus say,
'‘Behold, I freely give
the living water; thirsty one,
stoop down, and drink, and live.’
I came to Jesus, and I drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him.

[ heard the voice of Jesus say,
'l am this dark world's light;
look unto me, your morn shall rise,
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and all your day be bright.’

I looked to Jesus, and I found
in him my star, my sun;

and in that light of life I'll walk
till travelling days are done.

* Commissioning & Benediction
Let us put away the past.
God is about to do a new thing!
God makes a way where there is no way!
God makes a path through the wilderness
sending angels to guard and guide us,
while calming our spirit as we confront our fears.
knowing that we are not alone.
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.
And the people said ... AMEN!

* Congregational Benediction: “Go Now In Peace”
by Besig and Price

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of ev'ry day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love....and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.

Go now in peace, in faith and in love.

Amen, amen, amen.

Postlude



