ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH oQ'c;
130 Cornwallis Ave., New Minas, NS B4N 3M7 ° v

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, January 12, 2025, 10:00 am

3rd Sunday after Christmas
Baptism of the Lord

Music as We Gather

Gathering

* Introit: Joy for You and Me

There is love, there is laughter.
There is happiness in God’s family.
Come along, share a song.

There is joy for you and me.

Stay a while and share your smile
In our family.

Tell us all about yourself,

We'd like for you to see,

There is love, there is laughter.
There is happiness in God’s family.
Come along, share a song.

There is joy for you and me.

Lighting the Christ Candle

by Millward & Halloran



Recognition of the Land
Welcome and Announcements
Centreing Music

Call to Worship
Jesus stood in line to be baptised.
Jesus stood in line to receive God’s blessing.
Jesus waded into the murky water of the Jordan.
Jesus came to John for his baptism.
Jesus joins all the regular folks like us.
Jesus comes as one of us.
We too are marked as God's beloved ones.
The Spirit of God falls upon us all.
In love and friendship as one people, let us worship.

* Hymn: “I Have Called You by Your Name” MV #161

[ have called you by your name, you are mine;

[ have gifted you and ask you now to shine.

[ will not abandon you; all my promises are

true. You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine.

[ will help you learn my name as you go;

read it written in my people, help them grow.

Pour the water in my name, speak the word your soul can
claim, offer Jesus’ body given long ago.

[ know you will need my touch as you go;
feel it pulsing in creation’s ebb and flow.

Like the woman reaching out, choosing faith in spite of
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doubt, hold the hem of Jesus’ robe, then let it go.

[ have given you a name, it is mine;

[ have given you my Spirit as a sign.

With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children
whole; go and tell my precious people they are mine.

Opening Prayer

Listening
Learning With Our Children
The Lord’s Prayer

* Hymn: “We have a New Heaven” VU #713

Refrain:

I see a new heaven.

I see a new earth

as the old one will pass away,
where the fountain of life flows
and without price goes

to all people who abide in the land.

There, there on the banks of a river bright and free,

yielding her fruit, firm in her root,
the Tree of Life will be. R

There, there where death dies and our lives are born
again,

body and soul, struggling but whole

like flowers after the rain. R
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There, there where the darkness brings visions from
above.

There where the night, bearing new light,

reveals the promise of love. R

There, there where we work with the love of healing
hands.

Labour we must, true to our trust

to build a promised new land. R

Mission and Service

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture:
[saiah 43:1-7 ......... When you pass through the waters, I'm with you
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22.eeeeeeereeenn, Jesus is baptized by John
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem: “You Are Mine” by ] Haas & Hayes
Offered by Nancy Handrigan, Violin, and
Orchard Valley United Church Choir
Message: Just the Beginning  Rev. Don Sellsted
* Hymn: “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” VU #375
Refrain:

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,

blow thro' the wilderness calling and free,
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,

stir me from placidness,
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Wind, Wind on the sea.

You moved on the waters,

you called to the deep,

then you coaxed up the mountains
from the valleys of sleep;

and over the eons

you called to each thing:

wake from your slumbers

and rise on your wings. R

You swept thro' the desert,

you stung with the sand,

and you goaded your people

with a law and a land;

and when they were blinded

with their idols and lies,

then you spoke thro' your prophets
to open their eyes. R

You sang in a stable,

you cried from a hill,

then you whispered in silence

when the whole world was still;

and down in the city

you called once again,

when you blew through your people
on the rush of the wind. R

You call from tomorrow,
you break ancient schemes,
from the bondage of sorrow
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the captives dream dreams,
our women see visions,

our men clear their eyes,
with bold new decisions
your people arise. R

Celebrating
Offering of Our Gifts
* Offertory: “When We Are Living” VU #581 vs.2

Through all our living, we our fruits must give.
Good works of service are for offering.

When we are giving, or when receiving,

we belong to God, we belong to God.

* Offertory Prayer:

Thank you, God of Love, for the promise of this season.
We are grateful for the generosity awakened in us by
the Spirit of Christ. May these gifts represent a spirit
of joy shared among us, for the sake of all your
children everywhere. Amen.

Prayers of the People
* Hymn: “Like a Mighty River Flowing” VU #267

Like a mighty river flowing,
like a flower in beauty growing,
far beyond all human knowing
is the perfect peace of God.

Like the hills serene and even,
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like the coursing clouds of heaven,
like the heart that's been forgiven
is the perfect peace of God.

Like the summer breezes playing,
like the tall trees softly swaying,
like the lips of silent praying

is the perfect peace of God.

Like the morning sun ascended,
like the scents of evening blended,
like a friendship never ended

is the perfect peace of God.

Like the azure ocean swelling,
like the jewel all-excelling,
far beyond our human telling
is the perfect peace of God.

* Commissioning

* Benediction
Go now into this New Year on another road with:
The peace that Jesus gives,
Love that only God can provide,
And the pure joy of the Holy Spirit,
This day, this year, and always.
And the people said...AMEN!

* Congregational Benediction:“Amen” VU #973

Postlude



