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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, January 5, 2025, 10:00 am 

2nd Sunday after Christmas 
Epiphany Sunday 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Congregational Introit:“Joy for You and Me” Millward & Halloran 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
Welcome in Christ’s name. 

Welcome to this place of worship. 
Welcome to this place of retreat and refuge, worship and 
wonder. 

It is good to be here. 
It is good to be together. 

Let us prepare to worship God. 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you! 

Centreing Music 
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Call to Worship 
We follow our hearts and our dreams to this moment. 

We listen and learn, love and pray. 
Together, we follow our hearts and our dreams to 
this moment, 

with the long days of travel, the gifts of strangers, 
the perils of power, the celebration of life. 

Together, we follow our hearts and our dreams to 
this moment. 

We listen and learn, love and pray. 
Joining with the magi, together, we worship the babe, our 
hope. 

* Hymn: “Joy Is Now in Every Place” VU #45 
Joy is now in every place, 
Christmas lightens every face; 
now be with us, in your grace, 
 O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 
 
May the star that shone that night, 
making your poor stable bright, 
fill our hearts with love and light,   
 O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 
 
Through the New Year let it stay, 
leading us upon your way, 
making Christmas every day,   
 O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 
 
Now and ever may we find 
your good news to fill our mind: 
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peace and love to humankind,   
 O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 

Opening Prayer 

Listening 

Learning With Our Children 

The Lord’s Prayer 

* Hymn: “The First Nowell” VU #91 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay akeeping their sheep 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
 born is the King of Israel. 
 
They looked up and saw a star, 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night.  R 
 
And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went.  R 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest; 
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
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right over the place where Jesus lay.  R 
 
Then entered in those wise men three, 
full reverently upon their knee, 
and offered there in his presence 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  R 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
that hath made heaven and earth of nought, 
and with his blood our life hath bought.  R 

Mission and Service 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture: 
Isaiah 60:1–6 ............................... Arise, shine, for your light has come 
Matthew 2:1–12 .................................................... The visit of the Magi 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem: “Candlelight Carol” J. Rutter 
 Offered by Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Message: Open the Door! Rev. Don Sellsted 

* Hymn: “A Light is Gleaming” VU #82 

A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 
  throughout the night, living in the light. 
  Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 
  is burning bright, living in the light. 
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 When light comes pouring into the darkest place, 
 it hurts our eyes to see the glow. 
 Sometimes a word of hope reminds us of our fears, 
 our memories and tears.  R 
 
 When night is round us and every shadow grows, 
 a star is there to light our way. 
 It tells a story of Jesus who came near to say: 
 'God's light will ever stay.'  R 
 
 And Jesus showed us a brighter path to walk. 
 He showed us things we hadn't seen. 
 Now we, like Jesus, can help creation shine, 
 and this will be a sign:  R 
 
 So let us live in the brightness God has giv'n, 
 and let us rise to see the dawn. 
 We trust that God is here asparkle and ablaze, 
 - warming all our days.  R 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “When We Are Living” VU #581 vs.2 

Through all our living, we our fruits must give. 
Good works of service are for offering. 
When we are giving, or when receiving, 
we belong to God, we belong to God. 
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* Offertory Prayer: 

Thank you, God of Love, for the promise of this season.  
We are grateful for the generosity awakened in us by 
Christ’s coming into the world. May these gifts 
represent a new spirit of joyous sharing among us, for 
the sake of all your children everywhere.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

* Hymn: “I am the Light of the World” VU #87 

'I am the light of the world! 
You people come and follow me!' 
If you follow and love you'll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and the shepherds have found their way 
home, 
the work of Christmas is begun:  R 

To find the lost and lonely one, 
to heal the broken soul with love, 
to feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 
to feel the earth below, the sky above!  R 

To free the prisoner from all chains, 
to make the powerful care, 
to rebuild the nations with strength of good will, 
to see God's children everywhere!  R 
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To bring hope to every task you do, 
to dance at a baby's new birth, 
to make music in an old person's heart, 
and sing to the colours of the earth!  R 

* Commissioning 
The shadows have lifted. 

Let’s rejoice in the light! 
The star shines brightly. 

We will follow the star! 
A child is born. 

And we bring our gifts! 

* Benediction 
Go now into this New Year on another road with: 

The peace that Jesus gives, 
Love that only God can provide, 
And the pure joy of the Holy Spirit, 
This day, this year, and always. 
And the people said…AMEN! 

* Congregational Benediction:“Amen" VU #973 

Postlude 
 

 

In memory of Shirley MacDonald 
From Wayne MacDonald 

 


