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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, September 17, 2023, 10:00 am 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit:                     “What is the Place”  

Songs for A Gospel People #70 

Lighting of the Outreach, Unity, and Christ Candles  

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you! 

Call to Worship: 
Sing and rejoice! God reaches out to us with healing love! 

The Lord is our strength and our inspiration! 
Dance before our God, a dance of joy and hope! 

The Lord brings us joy and lifts us up in hope. 
Come, let us celebrate with our God. 

Let us celebrate the good news God brings to us 
each day.  

Come, let us worship God who is always with us. 

* Hymn: “Creator God You Gave Us Life” MV #27 
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Creator God you gave us life, 
Your image formed within our souls,  
yet through the mist of time and space,  
we search for that which makes us whole.  

Refrain: 
Through hands that paint majestic skies,  
and voices chanting melody,  
with words that reach beyond the page,  
we comprehend your mystery. 

In ev’ry flow’r and ev’ry tree,  
we see your great diversity,  
yet greater still we see your love,  
expressed in our humanity. R 

When with our hearts, our hands our minds,  
we share our gifts with all the world,  
our spirits soar beyond the veil,  
to touch the very face of God. R 

Opening Prayer 

Listening 

Learning With Our Children 

The Lord’s Prayer VU #910 

* Hymn: “Jesus Came, a Child like Me” VU #583 

Jesus came, a child like me, 
so the face of God I'd see, 
God is not left far away, 
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God is with us every day. 
 

Refrain: 
Live, Jesus, near us, live, Jesus, with us, 
live, Jesus, in us, come, live in us today. 

 

Jesus came to show us all 
ways to answer our God's call - 
came to show us how to share, 
came to live with God's own care.  R 
 
Jesus came God's work to do, 
came to live in me and you, 
came to turn the world around 
till God's peace and love are found.  R 
 
Jesus came to show God's face, 
live God's love, and be God's grace. 
God lives now in me, in you, 
God's at work in what we do.  R 

Scripture: 
Romans 14:1–12 .......... Whether we live or whether we die, we are God’s. 
Matthew 18:21–35 ................................ How many times must I forgive? 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Special Music: Stronger With Time By Carl Strommen 
Offered by Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Message: Hold My Hand Rev. Don Sellsted  
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* Hymn: “Come, Let Us Sing” VU #222 

Come, let us sing to the Lord our song, 
we have stood silently too long; 
surely the Lord deserves our praise, 
so joyfully thank God for our days. 
 
O thirsty soul, come drink at the well; 
God's living waters will never fail. 
Surely the Lord will help you to stand, 
strengthened and comforted by God's hand. 
 
You dwell among us and cause us to pray, 
and walk with each other following your way; 
our precious brothers and sisters will grow 
in the fulfilling love they know. 
 
Deserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing 
to the desire of all living things. 
Come, all you creatures, high and low, 
let your praises endlessly flow. 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

* Offertory: “Grant Us, God, the Grace” VU #540 

Grant us, God the grace of giving, 
With a spirit large and free, 
That ourselves and all our living 
We may offer faithfully 
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* Offertory Prayer: 

Loving God, creator and sustainer, help us to 
remember that we are stewards of your generosity, 
caring for creation. May we be generous and gracious 
in our caring for one another as you would have us do. 
We dedicate these gifts, and the givers, to your 
service. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

* Hymn: “I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” VU #575 

I'm gonna live so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna live so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 
I'm gonna work so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna work so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 
I'm gonna sing so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna sing so God can use me 
anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
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* Commissioning 

* Benediction 
The God of forgiveness bless you, 
the grace of Christ keep you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit strengthen you. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

*Hymn of Benediction: 

 Go Now In Peace by Besig and Price  

 Offered by Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Postlude 
 

 

 


