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ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH  
130 Cornwallis Ave., New Minas, NS 

 B4N 3M7 

                     ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, May 28th, 2023, 10:00 am 

Pentecost 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

* Introit: “Come, Holy Spirit” VU #204 

Come, Holy Spirit, gracious heavenly dove; 
Come, fire of love. 

Lighting of the Outreach, Unity, and Christ Candles  

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you! 

Call to Worship: 
Lord, our hearts are on fire this day! 

Let the flames of hope burn away all fear! 
Lord, we come home to this house of faith, life, and love… 

to be empowered to work for peace and justice. 
Lord, we have come here to this place filled with 
confidence… 

With the Holy Spirit’s winds of change blowing 
away all doubt! 
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Let us rejoice, for God is challenging and empowering us! 
Today we build this house with our abiding faith, 
hope, and love. 

* Hymn: “Let’s Build a House” MV #1 

Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
rock of faith and vault of grace;  
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  
 

Refrain: 
All are welcome, all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place.  

 
Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek  
to dream God’s reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness  
and as symbol of God’s grace;  
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  R 
 
Let us build a house where love is found,  
in water, wine and wheat; 
a banquet hall on holy ground,  
where peace and justice meet.  
Here the love of God, through Jesus,  
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is revealed in time and space;  
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us; R 
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  
and live the Word they’ve known.  
Here the outcast and the stranger bear  
the image of God’s face;  
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  R 
 
Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace;  
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  R 

Opening Prayer 

Listening 

Children’s Time / Time for all Ages 

The Lord’s Prayer VU #910 

* Hymn: “Come, O Holy Spirit” MV #23 

Come, O Holy Spirit, 
set the Church on fire; 
strike it as the lightning 
hits a posing spire. 
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Burn away the structures 
and consume the sham 
of our holy systems: 
Come, in Jesus’ name!  R 
 

Refrain: (x2) 
Come, come, come, in Jesus’ name! 
Take our hearts by storm. 
All the world lies open 
Pentecost is now!  

 
Blow away the cobwebs 
of our stubborn past. 
Come, send flying from us 
myths unfit to last. 
Wind of change, refresh us 
and disturb our calm; 
teach us what true love is, 
take our hearts by storm.  R 
 
Free us from the babble 
of our Babel mind; 
spark in us a language 
all can understand. 
Lighten then our darkness, 
come and show us how 
all the world lies open: 
Pentecost is now!  R 
 
Pentecost is now!  Amen! 
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Call to Action #15 

Scripture: 
Acts 2:1-21 .................................... The Holy Spirit comes in wind and flame. 
John 20:19-23 ........................................ Jesus appears behind locked doors. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Anthem: Ubuntu  
 Offered by Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Message: Watch your language! Rev. Don Sellsted 

* Hymn: “Shall We Gather at the River” VU #710 

Shall we gather at the river, 
where bright angel feet have trod; 
with its crystal tide for ever 
flowing by the throne of God? 
 

Refrain: 
 Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
 the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
 gather with the saints at the river 
 that flows by the throne of God. 

 
Ere we reach the shining river, 
lay we every burden down; 
grace our spirits will deliver, 
and provide a robe and crown.  R 
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Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
soon our pilgrimage will cease, 
soon our happy hearts will quiver 
with the melody of peace.  R 

Celebrating 

Offering of Our Gifts 

Offering Anthem: At the River A. Copeland 

                       Offered by the Orchard Valley United Church Choir  

Offertory: “We Give You But Your Own” VU #542 

We give you but your own,  
what-e’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is yours alone,  
we give it gratefully. 

* Offertory Prayer: 

We give these gifts and our whole selves to the 
ministry and mission you call us to. We are 
thankful for your Spirit which never ceases to 
move and inspire us to be your disciples, serving 
you through serving others. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

* Hymn: “Go to the World!” VU #420 

Go to the world! Go into all the earth. 
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life's worth, 
baptising as the sign of our rebirth. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
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Go to the world! Go into every place. 
Go live the Word of God's redeeming grace. 
Go seek God's presence in each time and space. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 
Go to the world! Go struggle, bless and pray; 
the nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant Church, you follow Christ's own way. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 
Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 
for I am with you 'til the age shall end, 
when all the hosts of glory cry 'Amen!' 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

* Commissioning 

* Benediction 
The God of forgiveness bless you, 
the grace of Christ keep you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit strengthen you. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

*Hymn of Benediction: Go in Love  
                              Offered by Orchard Valley United Church Choir 

Postlude 
 


