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ORCHARD VALLEY UNITED CHURCH 
130 Cornwallis Ave., New Minas, NS  B4N 3M7 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, January 23, 2022, 10:00 am 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Music as We Gather 

Gathering 

Lighting of the Outreach, Unity and Christ Candles  

Introit: “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom” MV #10 vs.1 

Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, 
she who danced when earth was new. 
Follow closely what she teaches, 
for her words are right and true. 
Wisdom clears the path to justice, 
showing us what love must do. 

Recognition of the Land 

Welcome and Announcements  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you! 

Call to Worship: 
God's good news pours forth from the heavens. 

We receive the good news with great joy. 
The promise is true - Jesus has come to show us how to 
serve God. 
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By serving and caring for others, we truly serve 
God. 

Come, let us prepare ourselves for joyful service. 
Holy God, make us ready to serve in your name and 
from our heart. AMEN. 

Hymn: “Though Ancient Walls” VU #691 

Though ancient walls may still stand proud 
and racial strife be fact, 
though boundaries may be lines of hate, 
proclaim God's saving act! 
 

Refrain: 
Walls that divide are broken down; 
Christ is our unity! 
Chains that enslave are thrown aside; 
Christ is our liberty! 

 
When vested power stands firm entrenched 
and breaks another's back, 
when waste and want live side by side, 
it's Gospel that we lack.  R 
 
The truth we seek in varied scheme, 
the life that we pursue, 
unites us in a common quest 
for self and world made new.  R 
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The church divided seeks that grace, 
that newness we proclaim; 
a unity of serving love 
that lives praise to God's name!  R 
 
This broken world seeks lasting health 
and vital unity. 
God's people by God's Word renewed, 
cast off all slavery!  R 

Opening Prayer 

Listening 

Minute for Mission 

Children’s Time / Time for all Ages 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “O for a World” VU #697 
O for a world where everyone 
respects each other's ways, 
where love is lived and all is done 
with justice and with praise. 
 
O for a world where goods are shared 
and misery relieved, 
where truth is spoken, children spared, 
equality achieved. 
 
We welcome one world family 
and struggle with each choice 
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that opens us to unity 
and gives our vision voice. 
 
The poor are rich, the weak are strong, 
the foolish ones are wise. 
Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong, 
who perishes will rise. 
 
O for a world preparing for 
God's glorious reign of peace, 
where time and tears will be no more, 
and all but love will cease. 

Scriptures: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
     Luke 4:14-21 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Special Music: Hymn to Hope 
Offered by Nancy Handrigan - Violin 

Sermon: Celebrate the Year 

Hymn: “Arise, Your Light is Come” VU #79 

Arise, your light is come!  
The Spirit's call obey;  
show forth the glory of your God,  
which shines on you today.  
 
Arise, your light is come!  
Fling wide the prison door;  
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proclaim the captive's liberty,  
good tidings to the poor.  
Arise, your light is come!  
All you in sorrow born,  
bind up the broken-hearted ones  
and comfort those who mourn.  
 
Arise, your light is come!  
The mountains burst in song!  
Rise up like eagles on the wing;  
God's power will make us strong. 

Celebrating 

Prayers of the People: 

Hymn: “Sent out in Jesus' Name” MV #212 

Sent out in Jesus’ name, 
Our hands are ready now 
To make the world the place  
In which the kingdom comes.   (X2) 
 
The angels cannot change  
A world of hurt and pain 
Into a world of love, 
Of justice and of peace. 
 
The task is ours to do, 
To set it really free. 
O help us to obey, 
And carry out your will. 
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Commissioning: 

Benediction: 
The God of forgiveness bless you, 
the grace of Christ keep you, 
and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit strengthen you. 
Let us go now in peace, to love and to serve.  
And the people said … AMEN! 

 


