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COVENANTER COMMITTEE MEETING 

Orchard Valley United Church, New Minas, NS 

January 15, 2019 

 
Ernie Draper chaired the meeting and John Burdock acted as secretary. 
 
Attendance: Ernie Draper, Dorothy Robbins, Betty Curry, Jim Keech, Beth Crosby, Harvey 
Gilmour, John Burdock 

Regrets:  Rev. Don Sellsted 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:00 am and a prayer was offered. 
 
Agenda: Betty added Government Grant to the agenda  
Motion to approve the agenda as amended: Dorothy Robbins/Betty Curry CARRIED 

 
The December minutes were reviewed.  
Motion to approve Minutes of December 12th: Beth Crosby/Jim Keech  CARRIED 

 
CORRESPONDENCE:  

• Ernie had received a wedding request for May 9th from Susan Carbyn.  
Motion to accept: Betty Curry/Ernie Draper.  CARRIED 

• There was a request from Donna Murphy to have herself and Chris Herbin included in 
the annual report as ad hoc committee members (for the sale of cookbooks, which have 
raised several thousands of dollars since 2013).  
Motion to Include Donna and Chris as ad hoc committee members:  
Ernie Draper/Beth Crosby  CARRIED 

• Dorothy advised she issued a thank-you letter to Lachlan Currie for his generous 
donation in 2018. 

 
TREASURERS REPORT:  

• Betty Curry submitted the report and it was reviewed (scanned and attached to 
Minutes).  
Bank balance, December 1, 2018 - $6,142.23 

Reconciled Bank balance, December 31, 2018, $7,891.59 
(Betty indicated there may be an addition of $30.00 due to a review of collections from 
the Christmas Eve Service) 

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented:  
Betty Curry/Dorothy Robbins  CARRIED 

 

• Betty indicated she received a cheque related to our Provincial Heritage Grant. The 
cheque was for $69.40 whereas we were expecting the 2nd instalment of $785.60. Jim 
will investigate what this cheque represents. 
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BUILDING CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT: 

• Jim Keech submitted the report (attached to minutes). 
23 bags of leaves from the front of the church were collected by Jim prior to the 
Christmas Service 

• Jim was able to obtain permission to use the private pasture space below the church for 
parking during the Christmas Eve Service. He installed marker posts, as well as an 
illuminated path from the parking area up to the church. This alleviated cars blocking 
the roadway during the service. 

Motion to accept the Building Coordinator’s Report:   
John Burdock / Betty Curry  CARRIED 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  

• A general discussion was held regarding the Christmas Eve service. Ernie thanked 
committee members for their work organizing the service. The church was almost filled 
to capacity and by all accounts, it was a very successful event.  

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Committee meeting dates: A discussion was held regarding the best week of the month 
to hold the committee meetings. We projected out tentative dates of March 12th, April 
16th, May 14th and June 11th. 

2. Memorial Book: Jim asked committee members to think about the memorial book for 
the next meeting, regarding words to be inserted for people who are to be added.  

3. Summer Services: A general discussion was held regarding our summer services and 
prospective speakers. Reverend Sellsted will be asked to conduct the anniversary 
service. 

 
Adjournment was moved by Ernie Draper 

Next meeting: Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at Orchard Valley United Church at 10:00 am. 
 

 












