Orchard Valley United Church
Minutes of Council Meeting
May 24, 2017
1) Call to order
2) Attendance: Cynthia Bruce, Ernie Draper, Gary Dunfield, Harvey Gilmour, Rebecca
Godfrey, Jane McDonald, Norma Mailman, Jean Millett, Rev. Ivan Norton, Judy Norton,
Chris Seymour, Bill Simpson, Joy Waterbury
Regrets: Thea Burton, Nancy Handrigan, Joanne Olive, Bruce Smith, Ruth-Anne Stirling
3) Opening Prayer: Rev. Ivan Norton
4) Approval of Agenda
Moved: Norma Mailman

Seconded: Chris Seymour

CARRIED

5) Approval of minutes from April 26, 2017
There were two errors: The minutes were labelled as an Agenda and Rev. Randy Crozsman’s
name was misspelled.
MOTION: That they be approved as amended:
Moved: Joy Waterbury
Seconded: Harvey Gilmour
CARRIED
6) Business Arising from the Minutes
a) Sherbrooke Lake Camp update – A letter from Norm Phinney on behalf of the Camp
Council was received requesting support for the replacement of nine cabins over five
years at a cost of $70,000. This modest amount for this project is possible because of a
partnership with NSCC whose carpentry students will be providing the labour each year.
In order to give this campaign a solid start, Harvey Gilmour made the following motion:
MOTION: That OVUC Church Council recommend to the congregation that we contribute
$3000 in 2017 and $3000 in the budget years of 2018-2021 for a total of $15,000 from
trustee funds to Operation Refresh, Sherbrooke Lake Camp’s cabin building project and that
a congregational meeting be called in June or July to consider this recommendation.
Moved by: Harvey Gilmour
Seconded: Jane McDonald
CARRIED
Jane took the chair so Gary could talk about his views of the budget. He felt that we need to
stay within the spirit of the budget to maintain the trust of the congregation. This requires
that any new large expenditure be presented to the congregation for their approval. A number
of people spoke in support of this philosophy.
7) Correspondence: None
8) New Business for discussion from Committee/Team Reports
a) Christian Development
b) Communications
c) Congregational Life
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d) Covenanter – The church opened for the summer season on May 21.
e) Finance
f) Inter-church councils
i) Kentville/New Minas
ii) Valley Food Grains Bank – As of Sunday, $1765 has been collected.
iii) WAICC – Incorporation has been shelved because the Catholic Church would not be
able to continue as member as the Bishop would not sign off on it.
iv) Canning
g) Ministry & Personnel
h) Outreach
i) Presbytery
j) Property
i) They provided information on the cost of installing heat pumps (window units) to
better control the heating and cooling of the sanctuary. Since this would cost at least
$15,000 it was felt that it was not appropriate to spend this amount of money when
we didn’t know whether or not we would still be here in a few years. Comments
were made also that window units produced a level of noise which would certainly be
noticeable during a church service. The point was also made that buildings being
constructed or extensively renovated usually chose roof mounted units. Bruce
Tymchuk has returned to the committee. They checked the roof, repaired some
shingles and feel that it is good for the next 5 or so years.
k) Pastoral Care
l) Stewardship
m) Trustees – They had their annual meeting with Scotia McLeod re our investments which
have done well this past year. The trustees are more than pleased with the work of the
Scotia McLeod representative.
n) UCM
o) UCW
p) Worship – The previously approved baptism of Jackson Brown has been cancelled as it
will now be held this summer in Newfoundland but there are some baptisms expected in
August. Elaine Maynard Lloyd and husband Clark Lloyd will be transferring their
membership. Orchard Valley has been invited to Berwick Camp again on the first Sunday
of Camp Meeting which is the last Sunday of July.
MOTION: That the committee reports be accepted.
Moved: Rebecca Godfrey
Seconded: Jane McDonald
CARRIED
9) Treasurer’s Report: See attached spreadsheets.
MOTION: the acceptance of the report:
Moved: Bill Simpson
Seconded: Harvey Gilmour

CARRIED

10) New Business – None
11) Authority for Executive to conduct business on behalf of the Council between meetings.
Moved: Bill Simpson
Seconded: Cynthia Bruce
CARRIED
12) Clergy’s Report:
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a)
b)
c)
d)

OVUC was well represented at Don Rockwell’s funeral.
June 11 will be the Sunday School picnic.
The first service averages 30-35 people with 8-10 kids.
Anniversary Sunday will be the third Sunday in September. We will invite Rev. Bill
McLeod to be the guest preacher and take this opportunity to thank him for his work.

13) Next Meeting: June 21, 2017 (one week earlier than usual because of graduation week)
14) Closing Prayer: Judy Norton
15) Benediction & Adjournment:
Moved: Cynthia Bruce
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